
THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 

JANUARY 31, 2021

TERHAD  
PP 8460/11/2012(030939) 
ISSN: 1394-3294  
Vol. 28  No. 4

FOR INTERNAL 
CIRCULATION ONLY

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried 
man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how 
to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious 
about worldly things, how to please his wife, and 
his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 
virgin woman is anxious about things of the Lord, 
how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married 
woman is anxious about worldly things, how to 
please her husband.

1 Cor. 7:32-34

JAKARTA: After more than 40 years, a 
Christian has been appointed as head of the 
Indonesian National Police. General Listyo 
Sigit Prabowo, who was sworn in Jan 27 at 
a ceremony led by President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo, replaces General Idham Azis, who 
has retired.

Prabowo, a 51-year-old Protestant, was 
promoted to the top post of the police after 
heading the Criminal Investigation Agency 
(Bareskrim).

He was President Jokowi’s only candidate, 
and his appointment was unanimously ap-

proved on January 20 by the People’s Repre-
sentative Council, Indonesia’s lower house of 
parliament.

The super policeman also received the sup-
port of leading Muslim organisations and 
Islamic clerics in Banten, the province bor-
dering the capital known for its religious con-
servatism, where he led the local police.

The last Christian to head the national po-
lice force was Widodo Budidarmo, who held 
the post from 1974 to 1978.

Prabowo’s appointment did not surprise 
observers. As a former aide to Jokowi, he led 

the Surakarta police in Central Java when the 
president was mayor of the city.

Speaking after his appointment, Prabowo 
promised to improve the police force and 
“promote diversity” to counter the discrimi-
nation Indonesian minorities often endure.

According to the Setara Institute, a human 
rights research and advocacy NGO, 200 in-
cidents of intolerance were reported in In-
donesia in 2019; between October 2019 and 
October 2020, 157 cases were reported, in-
cluding violence against Christians. — By Ati                  
Nurbaiti, AsiaNews

VATICAN: Pope Francis has 
granted a plenary indul-
gence for those who take 

part in this year’s March for Life — 
an annual peaceful protest against 
abortion. (https://p2a.co/BIa5nXt). 

An indulgence is the remission of the tempo-
ral punishment due to sins which have already 
been forgiven. 

The usual conditions for a plenary indul-
gence, which must be met, are that the individ-
ual be in the state of grace by the completion of 
the acts, have complete detachment from sin, 
and pray for the Pope’s intentions. 

The person must also sacramentally confess 
their sins and receive Communion, up to about 
twenty days before or after the indulgenced act.

The organisers of the March for Life —  
which normally attracts hundreds of thousands 
of pro-life protestors to Washington DC — an-
nounced Jan 15 that the 48th annual demon-
stration would be virtual due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic and risk of unrest in the 
nation’s capital. 

The participants may follow the march and 
participate virtually on its website.

The march, which organisers describe as the 
world’s largest annual human rights demon-
stration, takes place every year on or near Jan 
22, the anniversary of Roe vs Wade, the 1973 
Supreme Court decision that legalised abortion 
nationwide.

The National Prayer Vigil for Life, held an-
nually the night before the march at the Basil-
ica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, took place this year on Thursday, 
Jan 28. The Mass for Life was celebrated on 
Jan 29 at the Cathedral of St Matthew in Wash-
ington DC. The events had limited attendance 
and followed local restrictions due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, the Vatican’s Ma-
jor Penitentiary, announced this year’s indul-
gence Jan 13, before the announcement that 

the march would be virtual. 
In past years, those unable to attend the 

march in person such as “the aged, sick and all 
those who, due to grave reason, are not able to 
leave home” have also been able to receive the 
plenary indulgence, so long as they “spiritually 
join themselves to the holy ceremonies, while 
also having offered prayers and their sufferings 
or the ailments of their own life to the merciful 
God.”

March for Life President Jeanne Mancini 
said that in-person attendance will be confined 

to a small number of pro-life leaders who will 
represent the movement.

A representative for the March for Life said 
that this small group of pro-life leaders will 
carry roses with them, which they will leave at 
the Supreme Court, in honour of the lives lost 
to abortion.

In addition to the national March for Life, the 
pro-life organisation sponsors local marches in 
various states, some of which are taking place 
after and some on the same day as the national 
March. — CNA
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Pro-life supporters participate in the 46th annual March for Life in Washington, DC. (Shutterstock photo/Jeffrey Bruno)

Indonesian President Joko Widodo (right) and 
General Listyo Sigit Prabowo (left) are seen 
after the swearing in ceremony on January 
27, 2021. (Asianews photo)

https://p2a.co/BIa5nXt


More grim news from Oxfam’s annual 
report released last week: one thou-
sand of the world’s richest people re-

covered their losses arising from the pandemic 
within nine months. 

The wealth of the world’s 10 richest men also 
soared by half a trillion US dollars since the pan-
demic began.

But it will take more than a decade for the 
poorest people to recover from the economic 
impact of the pandemic. 

We can see that happening here. How many 
people have had to withdraw their retirement 
savings or even pawn their valuables? How long 
will it take for them to return to where they were 
before the pandemic?

On the flipside, hundreds of millions of people 
around the world have swelled the ranks of the 
unemployed. It’s the worst job crisis in almost a 
century. Malaysia too has not been spared.

Women are hardest hit, noted Oxfam, in a 
statement. They are “over-represented in the 
low-paid precarious professions that have been 
hardest hit by the pandemic”. They also make 
up “roughly 70 per cent of the global health and 
social care workforce − essential but often poor-
ly paid jobs that put them at greater risk from 
Covid”.

This is not the way it was meant to be, in the 
‘new normal’ or otherwise.

Extreme wealth inequality is not inevitable. 
It is actually a policy choice. For instance, Ox-
fam pointed out that a temporary tax on excess 
profits made by the 32 global companies that 
profited most during the pandemic could have 
raised $104bn last year. This could have provid-
ed unemployment benefits and financial support 
to those worst hit.

Governments could create millions of new 
jobs if they invest in public services and low 
carbon sectors. This would also ensure that eve-

ryone has access to a decent education, health 
and social care, Oxfam noted.

How to finance these jobs and services? The 
wealthiest individuals and firms must pay their 
fair share of taxes to cover for them. 

In many countries, the wealthiest are paying 
low effective rates due to all kinds of tax avoid-
ance schemes, ‘incentives’, transfer pricing, 
illicit outflows and siphoning of funds to tax 
havens. 

The vast disparities today are not much differ-
ent from the time of Jesus. 

When Jesus preached the Beatitudes, his au-
dience, Gentiles and Jews alike, were experienc-
ing tough times. 

These were largely people from the country-
side. Some may have been saddled with debt; 
some may have lost their land others could have 
fallen into destitution. Many of them would 
have been illiterate. 

The structure of the taxation system then was 
extractive – from the countryside flowing to 
little cities or tax centres like Tiberias and Sep-
phoris and then all the way to Rome via local 
rulers. On the way, various people – the tax col-
lectors, the tax concession bosses, the local rul-
ers – would all take a cut. 

The cities where the elite or those better 
off lived also offered cultic services that also 
drained the wealth of the countryside. By the 
First Century AD, some 20,000 of the priestly 
class lived in Jerusalem servicing the Temple. 

Looking at the peasants’ weather-beaten faces 
up on the hill, Jesus would have understood their 
lives. They had to pay a range of Roman taxes, 
land rentals, lease payments, temple taxes, debt 
servicing and tithes. If they were farmers, they 
might have to keep about a fifth of their harvest 
for sowing. Half or more of what they produced 
would not be available for them to consume. 

So, the average peasant had little left over 
as savings for a rainy day. This meant that if 
they experienced a bad harvest, it was a double 
whammy. They could fall into debt and even 
lose their land.

Even worse than extreme poverty and loss 
of land was the loss of honour and respect that 
came with crippling poverty – a sense of shame. 

Is it any wonder that Jesus started off the Be-
atitudes by saying, “How blessed are you who 
are poor: the kingdom of God is yours” (Luke 
6:20).

In one statement, he turned their world upside 
down. This was the opposite of the world as they 
knew it. 

Let’s look at the Greek words to see if it gives 
us more insight into what Jesus was saying. 

Makarios is translated to blessed. But it could 
also mean honoured and privileged. If so, this 
would turn on its head the concept of shame (as 
opposed to honour) felt by the poor. 

The Greek word used for poor is ptōchoi. 
Again, this is more than just poor as we know 
it or the working poor (the Greek word for that 

would be penes). 
Ptōchoi refers to those who are dependent on 

others for survival, the down-and-outs the desti-
tute even. It means those who crouch and cower. 
Perhaps even trembling in the shadows?

They are contrasted with those who have an 
abundance and have plenty to eat. Now we can 
imagine that Jesus would not begrudge those 
having a decent meal or living honest lives with 
dignity. 

But where it gets highly problematic is when 
elite wealth is extracted from the peasantry and 
exploited labour, leaving many of them destitute 
and dependent on the generosity of others. 

Many have pointed, perhaps with relief, at 
Matthew 5:3: “How blessed are the poor in spir-
it: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs.” So, Jesus 
did not mean poor literally as it refers to poverty 
of spirit. It is an attitude of spiritual poverty that 
he is holding out. 

That is one way of looking at it and certain-
ly there is much spiritual poverty around. The 
Greek word used for spirit is pneumati, which 
means wind or spirit or breath. But this could 
also mean a state of destitution that leaves those 
afflicted in a spirit of hopelessness, their very 
breath heaving in despair. The breath of the des-
titute hanging in the air. 

For theirs is the kingdom (basileia) of God. 
Basileia — the kingdom, the sovereignty, the 
royal power of God. 

Given the socioeconomic context of the time, 
Jesus’ words must have struck a deep chord 
among the largely peasant and destitute crowd 
before him. It stood in direct contrast and made 
no sense to the prevailing elite wisdom of the 
day. 

This was a direct statement of where God’s 
concern and compassion lies. As Catholic Social 
Teaching puts it, this is the preferential option 
for the poor. 

Blessed are the poor — in a 
world of  vast disparities

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

It is said that the following incident took 
place near Massachusetts back in the early 
50s. It was a stormy night at sea and a large 

battleship saw a light in the distance. The light 
was directly on the ship’s course. The captain 
of the ship was alerted and had a radio message 
sent out: “Light up ahead, bear ten degrees 
south.” The captain received the reply, “Sir, 
you must bear ten degrees North.” The captain 
grew furious and got onto the radio himself 
and yelled, “I am Captain James Smith, that’s 
captain in the United States Navy. Whoever 
you are, I am ordering you to bear ten degrees 
south. Who are you, and what is your rank?”  
He heard the feeble answer, “This is Seaman 
First Class Howard Scott, Sir, you must bear 
ten degrees north.” The captain barked out, “I 
am on the bridge of the Battleship USS New 
Jersey, and I am telling you to bear ten degrees 
south.” Then he heard the reply, “But, Sir, I am 
in the  Baker’s Island Light House, and you 
had better bear ten degrees North.”

A statement can carry authority according to 
two aspects: who is speaking and what is be-
ing said. The captain had authority due to his 
rank. The seaman had authority due to what 
was said. Jesus had both. He had authority be-
cause of Who He was. He was the Son of God, 
the Messiah of God, and the Eternal One who 
became man at Christmas. He also had author-
ity due to what He said. He spoke the Father’s 
Word to us. He said, “Love your enemies. 
Be kind to one another.” He spoke with His 
actions. He spoke about God’s kingdom and 
lived as the ideal member of that kingdom. 
He himself was a kind, loving person. On the 

cross, He called to His Father for forgiveness 
for those who were torturing and killing Him. 
He had authority, and He has authority. We 
need to listen and follow.

He calls us to speak for Him. He gives us 
authority. For us to exercise this authority, we 
must live as committed Christians.

Many times, our papers report religious 
scandals. Charismatic TV preachers and bish-
ops and priests have been caught acting in im-
moral ways. The message that they had been 
delivering from their pulpits for years was 
true. Many people were moved to come closer 
to God.  Many people confronted their own 
demons and took steps to change their lives. 
They recognised that the clergyman had au-
thority. But when the scandal hit the papers, 
the clergyman’s message lost its impact. The 
one who delivered it was not true to his own 
words. As a result, his credibility, his authority 
was destroyed.

We all have authority. We have authority 
as Christians and as Roman Catholics.  Peo-
ple recognise this authority when they ask us, 
“What is it that you believe? How is it that you 
are so happy?” We have the authority to an-
swer, “We believe in the real presence of the 
Lord in Word and Sacrament. We know that 
we have a special relationship with the Lord. 
We particularly experience this in our liturgies 
and in Eucharistic Adoration.” But if we throw 
away our relationship with the Lord in order to 
join others in immorality, others see this and 
no longer give us authority to speak for the 
Lord.  If we are hypocritical, people will not 
want to hear us speak about Jesus. 

Parents and grandparents have an additional 
authority due to their position in the family. 
God tells children to honour their mothers and 
fathers. That is the Fourth Commandment. 
Grandparents have authority as patriarchs and 
matriarchs of their families. But the authority 
of parents and grandparents is diminished, or 
even destroyed, when they act in ways that are 
not Christian. For example, all parents want 
their children to be kind to each other. But if 
their children observe Mom and Dad being 
nasty to each other, the children are going to 
learn nastiness, not kindness, as the standard 
way of acting. When these same parents say to 
their children that they should be kind to each 
other, the children show by their actions that 
their parents no longer have authority to tell 
them how to behave.

That is negative. Let us look at the posi-
tive.  Many of our seniors have spent years 
taking care of their sick spouses. Retirement 
was not what they expected.  Instead of go-
ing and doing, their days were spent caring 
and cleaning, and organising doctor appoint-
ments. But when someone makes a comment 
that he or she is such a good spouse, the car-
ing spouse merely says, “I took vows.” And 
in those few words supported with a lifetime 
of action, that husband or wife speaks more 
eloquently about marriage than any priest or 
preacher could possibly speak. For his or her 
words have authority, the authority of the One 
who called to the sacrament of marriage and 

the authority of the spouse who lives the sacra-
ment of marriage.

There are times that people confront us for 
living a clean life. They even mock us.  But 
deep within themselves, they want to be like 
us. They give us authority to reveal God’s 
Word to them. 

Jesus did not call us just to do some of the 
things He did, He called us to be His presence 
for others. We are called to destroy evil in our 
world. We cannot do this unless we are deter-
mined to be Christlike. We have to speak in the 
way that Jesus spoke. Jesus spoke with author-
ity. He was not like the scribes and Pharisees. 
He was not two-faced. He was not hypocriti-
cal.  He didn’t have a dark side of his life that 
he kept hidden. He did not just speak the truth, 
He was the Truth Incarnate. Jesus gave orders 
to unclean spirits, and they obeyed Him. It 
was not just His words that expelled demons. 
It was the person who spoke those words. 

Today we pray that we would use the au-
thority we have received well by living genu-
ine, sincere Christian lives. For there are many 
people who give us the authority to point them 
to the One who makes all life complete. — By 
Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20;

1 Corinthians 7:32-35;
Gospel: Mark 1:21b-28

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time: Teaching with Authority
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Penang Diocese
PKK/BDN/2021/01/080
January 22, 2021

Dear clergy, Religious, Heads 
of Ministries and the Lay 
Faithful,
Greetings of Hope: Believe, 
Live and Give!

It is in solidarity with all of 
you and with utmost grati-
tude that I greet you a blessed 
year in the Lord 2021!

This notification will be 
in three parts. It is a general 
update of the happenings in 
the Diocese of Penang, with 
some important dates to 
highlight and remember. It 
also includes an overview of 
the larger mission of Christ 
which each one of us is part 
of.

Bishop Sebastian Francis

Part tWo: imPortant Dates to HigHligHt anD remember

Notification and Updates
Part one: HaPPenings in tHe Diocese oF Penang

1 2

MJD News Update #25Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UP-
DATES #25
Greetings and the Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
The current MCO is in force till February 
4. There is talk that the CMCO may re-
place the MCO, with some slack for Chi-
nese New Year. Be ready for the season 
of Lent, which is just around the corner.

1.0 A Thought For The Week:  
The confident music student said to the 
master, “That’s an easy song. It’s not 
complicated at all. I can play it. It’s all 
feeling.” The master, with a smile and a 
twinkle in her eyes, said, “That may be 
true, but sometimes feelings are compli-
cated.”

“Something to think about? We all 
need to find healthy ways to express our 
feelings. A good teacher of mine used to 
say “What is not expressed is always re-
pressed.” How easy is it for you to ex-
press what you feel? What is it that gets 
in the way of your expressing your true 
feelings?

The Gospel of Thomas says: “If you 
bring forth what is within you, what you 
bring forth will save you. If you do not 
bring forth what is within you, what you 
do not bring forth will destroy you” # 70.    

St Paul said to the Galatians: “It is for 
freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by the yoke of slavery”. 

3

 Continue to page 4

2.0 Announcements For This Week:
2.1 On January 26, the MJD Zoom Forum 
for the clergy, pastoral workers and par-
ish leaders, had a two-hour session with 
Dr Benedict Sim, a Consultant on Infec-
tious Diseases at Sg Buloh Hospital on 
“Post-COVID Patients: How is it man-
aged? How are they treated? What is the 
Church’s Response?” A few salient points 
for parishes to consider:

a) Those who have recovered from 
COVID treatment are not infectious. 
They can be fearful or open to the church 
community, depending on the people’s 
welcome — warm or cold. The par-
ish and the BECs can be their support 
groups, if they educate themselves on 
post COVID recovery.
b) Dr Benedict further added that the 
only way to face this virus is by using 
the face masks, keeping proper hygiene 
and maintaining physical distancing. 
Mass gatherings are the main cause for 
the spike in numbers.
c) Dr Brendan Gomez, a participant, 
commented that there are four reasons 
for defying the SOPs. First, there is dis-
belief, when people say: I don’t think it is 
happening; second, a sense of invincibil-
ity, when people say: I won’t be touched; 
third, pandemic fatigue, when people 
say: I am too tired of this; and fourth, 
need for social closeness, when people 
say: I am a social being.

2.2 The parish of Christ the King, Ku-
lai bought 523 copies of the books enti-
tled More Nuggets and Easter Glimpses, 
written by me (Bishop Bernard), priced 
at RM20.00 a set, with advance payment. 
Bulk order with advance payment is wel-
come. Let this be a parish project to help a 
brother or a sister parish. 

The proceeds from the sales of the books 
will be donated to the building projects of 
St Theresa Masai and the Holy Family Ulu 
Tiram. We can arrange the delivery to you.  

Call Majodi Publications (+607-387 
1121 or bookshop@mjdiocese.my) for or-
ders. 

2.3 Fast & Abstinence for Lent 2021. All 
Catholics are obligated to observe the 
practice of fast & abstinence for the com-
ing Ash Wednesday, February 17. For the 
Fridays of the Chinese New Year season 
(Feb 12, 19, 26), dispensation from “fast 
and abstinence” has been granted by the 
CBCMSB.  

2.4. Coming soon is a joint communica-
tion from the Archbishops and Bishops of 
Malaysia on the Church’s stand on “Vac-
cines, Vaccination and Ethics”. Watch out 
also for the FAQs on COVID-19 vaccines. 

3.0 This Week’s Q&Q. It is Questions & 
Queries time.
What does it mean to be FIT for the Lord? 

a) To be fit means being alive: moving, 

breathing, sensing, growing, reproduc-
ing, excreting and nourishing. Only 
living organisms qualify, not organisa-
tions. Fitness means to live. Scott Peck 
remarked that LIVE spelt backwards is 
EVIL (When we see L.I.V.E in a mirror, 
it becomes E.V.I.L).
b) A Christian and the Church is a living 
organism, alive to God’s Grace. Hezeki-
ah, in Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, experienced 
the God who hears, sees, cures, protects, 
frees and restores. Experiencing a Liv-
ing God enlivens us. In Matthew 12:1-
8, Jesus pointed to something more and 
beyond the Temple building, the law, the 
sabbath and the rituals. The communities 
of the Acts of the Apostles were being 
born, growing in numbers with minis-
tries and outreaches flourishing. They 
were alive to the Living God. Just like 
organisms grow, Christians and churches 
grow.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue 
to build God’s Kingdom together. Have 
a great weekend. God bless you. Be safe. 
Keep safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
January 29, 2021

Click here to watch the video

Our seminarians from St. Peter’s College Major Seminary, 
Kuching and College General Major Seminary, Penang are 
currently posted to various parishes in the diocese for their 
pastoral exposure. Let us remember them in our prayers.

SEMINARIANS OF PENANG DIOCESE

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION
The Diocese of Penang has 

contributed RM40,000 for the 
annual contribution under 

Canon 1271 exclusively for the 
institutional activities of the Holy 

See, namely the nunciatures.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hESm_U2HZMw
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Coming together to pray 
for Christian unity

My Dear People of God,
The mission continues regardless of the 

situations that surround us.
The grace of God will sustain us and see us 
through. Therefore, continue the mission of 

Christ as ONE BODY of Christ.
Let us go ahead and more forward together 

encouraged by His Words.
“My grace is sufficient for you” 

– 2 Corinthians 12:9

Part tHree: uniteD togetHer in tHe boDy oF cHrist

1 2 3

4

1
2 3

4 5

5

otHer HaPPenings

Notification and Updates in the Diocese of Penang
 Continued from Page 3

KUALA LUMPUR: Due to the pandemic, the 
Ecumenical Prayer Service for Christian unity 
this year was held on a digital platform and was 
hosted by the Cathedral of St John The Evan-
gelist with the theme: Abide in my love and you 
shall bear much Fruit John 15: 1-17.

The Ecumenical Prayer service for Chris-
tian Unity is an event held on a yearly basis 
between Jan 18 and Jan 25. This annual ob-
servance, which began in 1908 as the Octave 
of Christian Unity, focuses on prayer for unity 
among Christian communities throughout the 
world

Although unable to come together physically 
this year due to the Movement Control Order, 
the Christian community was united in prayer 
digitally with the active participation of church-
es from around the Kuala Lumpur city centre; to 
name a few; the Presbysterian Church, Wesley 
Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church, Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church, the Anglican Church 
and the Catholic Church, with representatives 
from the Christian Federation of Malaysia, the 
Council of Churches of Malaysia and the Na-

tional Evangelical Christian Fellowship.
Many netizens from the various churches 

also joined in the prayer which was telecast 
through the Cathedral of St John the Evange-
list’s Facebook page.

In his opening address, Archbishop Julian 
Leow, urged all Christians to pray and work for 
reconciliation and unity in the Church and with 
our human family. It takes great effort to get 
along with others but we must keep this one-

ness through Christ and be nourished by Him, 
because cut off from Him, we can produce 
nothing. 

He reiterated that unity is the state of being 
one or single minded and he reminded us to be 
thankful for all that we have achieved, though 
much still remains to be done. “For the way 
forward we need patience as exulted by St 
Paul in Ephesians: 4, those who were called 
in Christ should always be humble and gentle 

with everyone, especially with one another. 
They should also be patient and cover every-
one with love, just as Christ did — there is just 
one body of Christ and one spirit. Therefore, 
the unity of the spirit must be seen in the people 
who make up the body”.

Archbishop Leow’s fervent hope is that all 
Christians, work and pray together towards 
one goal, that we all may be one. — By Jaclyn 
Sharmelee 

Ecumenical Prayer Service for Christian Unity held on a digital platform on Jan 21, 2021.
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Practice of law must be rooted in truth
KUALA LUMPUR: The Catholic Law-
yers’ Society of Kuala Lumpur celebrat-
ed their Red Mass on Saturday, Jan 23 
presided over by Fr Michael Chua, the 
spiritual advisor. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Mass was live-streamed 
from the Kristus Aman Chapel. Some 500 
people logged in to watch the Mass live 
at 10.00am.

In his homily, Fr Chua quoted the day’s 
gospel passage (Mark 3: 20-21), where 
“Our Lord encounters a predicament 
which involves people’s impression or 
perception about Him. To the crowds, 
He is a mere miracle worker and so they 
mob Him. To His enemies, He is a threat 
and so they plot to kill Him. To His scep-
tics, He is a charlatan and so they dismiss 
Him. And finally, to His relatives, He is 
insane, and they wish to take charge of 
Him. I guess as lawyers, your duty is to 
ferret out the truth — which is it?”

Fr Chua added that, however one wishes 
to look at it, there are only three possibili-
ties: either that Jesus is telling a lie (that 
He is the Messiah and the Son of God), 
or that He is mad, or that He is telling the 
truth. As Christians, we know that there 
is only one viable option — Our Lord Je-
sus does not lie, He is not mad, and He 
is telling the truth. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the One who says: “I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life” (Jn 14:6). Truth is not 
an ideology, but a Person. 

“In a world where the truth matters lit-
tle, and winning at all cost is paramount, 

many would find themselves questioning 
whether it is worthwhile to stand up for 
the Truth and suffer the dire consequenc-
es of doing so. Those who dare to do so 
would be labelled as “mad”, as our Lord 
was, and perhaps face the same fate as our 
Lord did, short of a Roman crucifixion, 
though losing cases and clients may come 
close to this.

“But as Catholics first, lawyers second, 
isn’t your duty to Christ primary and all 
other things secondary?” asked Fr Chua.

There is no denying that the practice 
of the law must also be rooted deeply 
in truth, for as our Lord reminds us, the 
truth will set you free. Your vocation as 
Catholic lawyers demands that you unite 
law and truth, especially in this day and 

age when so many fill the public square 
with an artificial recasting of truth, said 
the former lawyer.

Remember, “You cannot be neutral 
when it comes to Jesus. We are all pre-
sented with the same choice: you can 
either lie for your survival or be labelled 
a mad man or worse for telling the truth. 
Choose well, knowing that it would mat-
ter little even if we were judged harshly 
by the court of public opinion or even in 
the legal courts where you are called to 
represent your client. 

“What matters most of all is to be able 
to stand before the judgment seat of our 
Lord and God, the One who is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, and speak confi-
dently, “I have stood for the Truth,” and 
hear His reply, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge 
of many things. Come and share your 
master’s happiness!”

After Mass, two messages were aired, 
one by the President of the Society, Jo-
seph Lourdesamy, and the other, by the 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, Most Rev 
Julian Leow.

Archbishop Leow wished the legal fra-
ternity a blessed celebration, apologised 
that he could not be there in person and 
said a blessing: “May you continue to up-
hold justice as you serve the people un-
der your charge. May God bless each one 
of you at this Red Mass.” — By Gwen                  
Manickam

Fr Michael Chua presiding the Red Mass 
via ArchKL youtube.

This Red Mass, which marks the initiation of 
the legal year of the Society, is celebrated in 

honour of the Holy Spirit; thus, red vestments are 
worn. Catholic members of the judiciary pray for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit for all who seek 
justice. It also offers an opportunity to reflect on 
what the faithful believe is a God-given power 
and responsibility of those who serve in the legal 
profession. 

The tradition of a special Mass for the Bench 
and Bar arose in the early 13th century, with the 
first recorded Red Mass celebrated in Paris in 
1245, while in England, it began around 1310. 
In Malaysia, the first Red Mass was celebrated 
in 1995 by His Eminence Anthony Soter, the late 
Cardinal Fernandez and other clergy members.

It is customary that the entire judiciary attends 
the Red Mass at the opening of each Court term. 
Back in the day, judges of the High Court, who 
were all Doctor of Law, also wore red robes. 
Hence, the celebrations became popularly known 
as the Red Mass.

What is the Red Mass?

Red Mass in St Francis of Assisi Church, Jan 18, 
2020. (SFA facebook)

PENANG: The Diocese of Penang 
through the Penang Office For Hu-
man Development or Caritas. Penang 
has decided to contribute one hundred 
thousand ringgit from its Disaster Re-
lief Account towards the flood relief 
in the East Coast and Johor. 

Fr Joachim Robert the Chairman 
of POHD, conveyed this decision in 
a Jan 13 letter to all priests, religious 
and laity of the diocese. 

RM50,000 was given to Cari-
tas, Kuala Lumpur and the other 
RM50,000 was given to Caritas, Ma-
lacca Johore. 

“Let us as concerned brothers and 

sisters in Christ come together as a 
community to reach out and help in 
whatever way we can those who are 
suffering around us.” 

For those who wish to make a con-
tribution, kindly make it through on-
line banking or Cash/Cheque deposit 
machine to the following Account: 

Account Name: PENANG OF-
FICE FOR HUMAN DEVELOP-
MENT 

Bank details: Maybank Account 
Number. 50 706 8315 122 

Kindly email the bank in slip to 
pohd@pgdiocese.org for receipt and 
acknowledgement. 

Penang Diocese gives RM100k for flood relief in Johor 
and East Coast

Villagers using a boat to get around when floods hit areas in Hulu Terengganu, Dec 25, 2020. (The Star photo)

KUCHING: A World War 
II memorial stone has been 
rediscovered at the St Thomas’ 
Anglican cemetery here, and there 
are plans to preserve and restore 
it as part of Sarawak’s wartime 
heritage.

Sarawak Tourism Federation 
(STF) heritage adviser Datuk Lim 
Kian Hock said some people came 
across the stone during All Souls 
Day last November and made 
enquiries.

“I was informed about it and 
went to take a look. The stone was 
overgrown before, so people didn’t 
know it was there, ” he said.

On a subsequent visit to inspect 
the stone, Lim carefully cleaned it 
with some water and was excited 
to see that it was inscribed to the 
memory of Allied prisoners of war 
buried at the cemetery.

The inscription also stated that 
the stone was dedicated on Easter 
Day, 1943.

According to Lim, the inscription 
is believed to have been done by 
nuns who were interned by the 

Japanese at the Batu Lintang camp 
in Kuching during the war.

“Batu Lintang was unique in 
the sense that it held women 
and children among its civilian 
internees. The women would have 

included nuns.
“As for the prisoners of war, 

they included Australian soldiers 
who were sent from the Sandakan 
camp to Batu Lintang in 1942, ” he 
said.

Lim said records by Anglican 
missionary Peter Howes, who was 
interned at Batu Lintang, indicated 
that prisoners of war who died 
before July 1943 were buried 
according to their faith.

“Those who were Catholic were 
buried at St Joseph’s cemetery, 
while the Anglicans were buried at 
St Thomas’.

“Howes recorded in his book 
that he was asked to conduct 
funerals for the Anglicans and that 
it took about half an hour to bring 
the hearse from the camp to the 
cemetery, ” he said.

However, Lim said he did not 

know how many Allied prisoners 
were buried at St Thomas’ cemetery 
as the graves were exhumed and 
interred at the Commonwealth 
War Cemetery in Labuan in 1946.

He said he had written to the 
Australian War Graves Department 
to ask for their historical records 
and photos of the memorial stone 
and World War II graves.

He also said STF was in 
discussions with the Anglican 
Church to restore the memorial 
stone.

“We think it is best to leave it at 
the cemetery as that was the place 
where the prisoners of war were 
buried, ” said Lim.

“It’s a peaceful place now. We 
suggest providing some space for 
people to pay tribute and improving 
the path to the memorial stone.” — 
By Sharon Ling, The Star

A bit of World War II history resurfaces in Sarawak

The stone at St Thomas’ cemetery dedicated to the memory of Allied 
prisoners of war. The inscription is believed to have been done by nuns who 
were interned by the Japanese at the Batu Lintang camp in Kuching during 
the war. (The Star photo)
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In Servant Leadership, the word 
Servant comes first and Leader is 

second. Jesus showed this when he 
washed the feet of his Apostles. Be-
ing a servant first (Mark 9:35) and the 
conscious choice to aspire to lead in 
humility (Philippians 2:7-8). Again in 
Matthew 20:25-28 we are reminded 
that we must be servants first when 
the time for leadership comes. Are 
we ready to be that servant, to take up 
the lowest seat and declare that Jesus 
must increase and we decrease? Fr 
asked for a few moments of reflec-
tion on:

1. What were the moments we 
were enthusiastic about in our lead-
ership? What was that passion?
2. How does the Gospel shape our 
leadership?
3. How can we apply the Gospel 
message to shape our leadership? 
What texts (eg the Beatitudes) did 
we refer to?
4. What are the deep questions that 
currently require our attention, that 
will spur us on each day?
The role of Leadership requires 

that we embrace the winds of change. 
It can come from powerfully unseen 
forces from every side. It will af-
fect our lives and we will see it but 
how will we respond? How will we 
live with those changes and keep the 
candle of hope burning for the sick, 
the lonely and the lost? When we are 
faced with accepting a leadership role 
we experience the Jonah Complex. 
This complex was coined by Abra-
ham Maslow, a distinguished psy-
chologist. He explains that this com-
plex are those barriers that prevent us 
from reaching self-actualisation or 
our true potential. Jonah, like many 
prophets sought to run away when 
called by God. But in the end after a 
time of quiet contemplation inside a 
whale he answered the call of God. 
Some of the obstacles to embracing 
this calling are as follows. 

1. Fear of the unfamiliar. We are 

not comfortable with the unknown 
and are afraid of it. We struggle 
and prefer to stay in our comfort 
zone, in the shallow waters instead 
of venturing into the deep as Jesus 
had told Peter.
2. The fear of change and sudden 
pain. We look for stability and turn 
down invitations such as becoming 
Faith sharers.
3. The fear of losing control and 
identity. Everyone wants to be in 
control, in the driver’s seat, the pi-
lot and not be lost.
4. The fear of being set apart from 
others, to be compared with those 
before us in accomplishments and 
actions.
5. The fear of being ridiculed and 
shamed, so best to remain in status 
quo.
6. The fear of responsibility. This 
is more common in the younger 
generation who shun commitment. 
They often give the excuse of not 
being ready to take any office and 
ask for more time to learn.
7. The fear of failure and not be-
ing successful and able to handle 
things.
In Servant Leadership, we have to 

understand that God moves people 
from where they are, to where God 
wants them to be. They are asked 
to lead others in this  transforma-
tion. What is not transformed will be 
transmitted. If we are angry, selfish, 
egoistic or negative in our leadership 
role, this will be obvious to all around 
us. We need to remember to ask our-
selves if what we are doing is leading 
others to God. We are working for 
God’s agenda to lead others into en-
countering God. That is the measure 
of our success in Servant Leadership. 
It is people centred leadership. The 
qualities you need to be people cen-
tred are as follows:

1. To lend a listening ear and be 
available. Be motivated to listen 
actively and support others in deci-

sion identification.
2. To have empathy. Reserve 
judgement and attempt to under-
stand, respect and appreciate the 
efforts of others in their personal 
development.
3. Help in healing. Help to solve 
problems in personal development 
and relationships.
4. To cultivate self-awareness and 
awareness of others. To develop 
the ability to view situations from 
a more integrated, holistic position. 
One can only heal if one learns to 
heal one’s own pain.
5. To develop the power of persua-
sion. Do not take advantage, co-
erce, be overly authoritative or rely 
on traditional models.
6. Develop foresight or vision. The 
ability to see a likely outcome of a 
situation or identify consequences 
for the future.
In stewardship, there is an obliga-

tion to help and to commit towards 
the growth of people around you. To 
identify their intrinsic gifts and talents 
that will contribute in building com-
munity. To be loving, prayerful and 
compassionate. 

Fr Michael ended the formation 
explaining the five hallmarks of the 
Franciscan Friars and their form of 
Servant Leadership.

1. Leading a Gospel centred life.
2. Being rooted in Christ.
3. Cultivating humility from little-
ness (sense of humanity).
4. A sense of familial. A fraternal 
love that is the nearest testimony 
they can give to show that Jesus is 
alive among them.
5. Requirement towards continu-
ous conversion to admit that they 
are never perfect.
The formation ended after a brief Q 

& A and a closing hymn. 
A video of this forma-

tion may be viewed at https://
fb.watch/3ekM5WxUY4/ — By Dr 
Ivan Filmer

PENANG: An online formation, 
Servant Leadership: A Service for 
Unity was conducted by Church of 
the Divine Mercy parish priest Fr 
Michael Raymond OFM Cap on 
Jan 23. 

After a short praise and worship 
session, Fr Michael began by say-
ing that everyone is a leader in some 
capacity, whether in work, commu-
nity or family. He then asked every-
one to think of someone whom they 
considered a leader. One who is a 
mentor, with the gift of charisma, 
who is appealing and inspiring. For 
him, they are Nelson Mandela, Rev 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr and His 
Eminence Cardinal Anthony Soter 
Fernandez. They all showed great 
humility and concern for humanity. 

Fr Michael went on to explain 
that we are called to be Disciples 
and this leads to Stewardship, 
which is the call of a disciple. He 
asked the participants to recall what 
stirred them to join a church minis-
try. In Mark 3:13-19, he explained 
that Jesus called his apostles by 
name. Jesus has also called us by 
name and many have responded. 
Often, some of us, step away from 
this call because of fear, having a 
false sense of humility, wanting 
time to pray, reflect and waiting for 
another sign. The response to God’s 
call involves the four “I”s. 

The first is Intimacy. A time 
when we spend a quiet moment 

in prayer to be intimate with God. 
Often when in crisis or chaos this 
intimacy is tested. The second is 
Immersion. To soak oneself in the 
life of Jesus and remain in his love 
(John 15:9). The third “I” is In-
volvement. This is being sent out 
on mission to be involved in every 
part of human life in our church and 
community. Lastly, the fourth “I” is 
Integrity, a faithfulness to the call. 
To use all the gifts and talents given 
by God to answer the call (1 Peter 
4:10). 

Fr Michael reminded all who are 
serving in church that what we are 
doing is not a job or a profession but 
a vocation. It was He who chose us 
(John 15:16). If it is a job then what 
we do is not a vocation. In a job we 
look forward to happiness in receiv-
ing benefits, a bonus or even a pro-
motion. These are external but in a 
vocation we experience something 
internal, and that is joy. Joy in the 
achievement of a task done well, 
of the scent of flowers on the altar, 
the dawn of a new day or the person 
we are today. In a vocation, the ful-
filment of the will of God is often 
through toil and pain. We are re-
minded to give and the measure we 
give will be the measure given back 
to us (Luke 6:38). Do we have the 
time in our lives to find these four 
“I”s to step out of the boundaries of 
our comfort zones and to come ac-
cept Servant Leadership.

Everyone is a leader                 
in some capacity

Servant Leadership online formation by Fr Michael Raymond OFM Cap.

Servant leadership

Reinstate cancelled Cuti Peristiwa for Thaipusam in Kedah
The Malaysian Consultative Council of Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and 
Taoism (MCCBCHST) strongly urges the 
Menteri Besar of Kedah to reinstate the ‘cuti 
peristiwa’ for Thaipusam in the state of Ke-
dah by respecting the freedom of religion as 
protected by our Federal Constitution. MC-
CBCHST stresses that there is no place for 
religious repression which is against the fun-
damental rights of non-Muslims and is guar-
anteed to all persons by Article 5-13 of the 
Federal Constitution. 

Thaipusam is a religious event celebrated 
by Hindus throughout the world and in Ma-
laysia annually. As the majority of Indians in 
Malaysia are Hindus, the Thaipusam celebra-
tion therefore has been proclaimed as a public 
holiday in all the states with a high  concentra-

tion of Hindus. This was also practiced in the 
state of Kedah since 2014 when Thaipusam 
was proclaimed as ‘cuti peristiwa’. Reasons 
given by the Kedah Menteri Besar for not 
renewing the ‘cuti peristiwa’ this year is un-
acceptable and shows failure to embrace re-
ligious sensitivity in a multi-racial and multi-
religious Malaysia. 

The recent announcement of the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) by the Honourable 
Prime Minister is not a hindrance for Hindus 
to celebrate Thaipusam as prohibition was 
only for mass celebration in the temples. The 
spirit of Thaipusam continues for each and 
every Hindu as they have started to observe 
their fasting, made their vows and are pre-
paring to celebrate it in the new normal way 
through home prayers with their families. Cit-

ing COVID-19 as a reason to cancel the Thai-
pusam ‘cuti peristiwa’ by the Kedah Menteri 
Besar is not justified. Furthermore, none of 
the other state religious holidays, including 
Kedah, were cancelled in 2020. 

MCCBCHST believes that religious toler-
ance is paramount, especially during these 
trying times, and there is no necessity to re-
verse the norm without any clear justification 
thus avoiding unnecessary social and political 
controversy. 

MCCBCHST hopes Kedah Menteri Besar 
Muhammad Sanusi Md. Nor will respect the 
multi-racial and multi-religious character of 
Malaysia and pave the way to embrace the 
spirit of national harmony that we are all try-
ing to safeguard, build and promote as Malay-
sians. 

Statement issued and endorsed by:
Archbishop Julian Leow Beng Kim Chris-
tian Federation Malaysia (CFM) President 
MCCBCHST
Sardar Jagir Singh Malaysian Gurdwaras 
Council (MGC)
Datuk R.S. Mohan Shan Malaysia Hindu 
Sangam (MHS)
Dao Zhang Tan Hoe Chieow Federation of 
Taoist Associations Malaysian (FTAM)
Venerable Sing Kan Malaysian Buddhist As-
sociation (MBA)

Sent by:
Gowri PS Thangaya
Hon. Sec Gen
MCCBCHST
013-3563100

1. 

2.

3. 

4.

5.

Malaysian consultative council of BuDDhisM, christianity, hinDuisM, sikhisM anD taoisM
January 24, 2021



New pastoral centre inaugurated 
in northern Vietnam
HANOI: An ancient diocese in northern 
Vietnam has opened its new pastoral cen-
tre amid praise for a sense of solidarity 
among the local Church.

Some 5,000 people attended the of-
ficial opening of Nha Chung pastoral 
centre next to the well-known Phat Diem 
Cathedral complex with eastern architec-
tural features in Ninh Binh province.

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang of 
Ho Chi Minh City, who serves as Apos-
tolic Administrator of Phat Diem Dio-
cese, and 10 bishops blessed the new 
building and concelebrated the thanks-
giving Mass on Jan 21.

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Chi Linh 
of Hue told the congregation that the new 
building is the result of all local clergy, 
religious and laity closely cooperating in 
praying for, building and making enor-
mous contributions to the new centre.   

He described the centre as “the work 
of 3,000 dong” (13 US cents) as 30,000 
families each donated 3,000 dong per day 
each over the past two years for its con-
struction, which was also given financial 
support by other benefactors inside and 
outside the country.

Archbishop Nang, who was appointed 
to Ho Chi Minh City Archdiocese in 
2019, said the inauguration was a his-
toric day when Catholics started to use 
the new facility to improve their faith 
life and pastoral activities, bear witness 

to God’s love and bring Christian values 
to other people. The old facilities, built 
100 years ago, were in poor condition 
and could not meet increasing religious 
needs.

He said bishops’ houses in northern di-
oceses are called nha chung (communal 
houses) by local Catholics who see them 
as not only bishops’ residences but places 
where they gather for pastoral activities.

The prelate, who started to serve the 
diocese in 2009, said the building is 
part of the local Church’s 10-year plan 
that will mark the 125th anniversary of 
the diocese’s foundation in 2026 and the 
400th anniversary of Catholicism being 

introduced to local people in 2027.
The four-story building with chapel, 

multi-purpose halls and 195 private 
rooms will provide retreats, formation 
courses and other pastoral activities for 
priests, religious and laypeople.

Phat Diem Diocese, one of the south-
east Asian country’s oldest dioceses, 
serves 154,000 Catholics.

As Vietnam’s government has relaxed 
its grip on religions in recent years, north-
ern dioceses have built proper facilities 
to provide pastoral care for people who 
suffered religious persecution after 1954 
when communist forces took control of 
the north. — ucanews.com

Bishops and Catholic faithful at the inauguration of Nha Chung pastoral centre in Ninh 
Binh province on Jan 21, 2021. (UCA News/courtesy of phatdiem.org)

Swiss Guards celebrate 515 years

Fr Stan Swamy SJ 
‘the caged bird can 
still sing’

VATICAN: It was Pope Julius II who found-
ed the Swiss Guards in 1506. Dubbed “the 
world’s smallest army”, the Swiss guards, a 
separate entity to the Swiss Armed Forces, 
are hired by the Roman Catholic Church 
under the leadership of the Pope, to whom 
they swear loyalty in a ceremony at the Bel-
vedere Court in the Vatican.

This ceremony takes place every year 
on May 6 and marks the anniversary of the 
Sack of Rome in 1527, in which over 150 
Swiss Guards were killed defending Pope 
Clement VII, who escaped to neighbouring 
Castel Sant’Angelo, escorted by the remain-
ing 22 guards. 

It is said that during the Middle Ages, 
Switzerland gained a reputation for having 
the most reliable mercenaries in Europe. 
Pope Julius II, who had long admired the 
Swiss soldiers who defended the King of 
France, requested 200 Swiss mercenaries of 

his own to use as bodyguards and to defend 
his palaces. After months of marching, 150 
Swiss Guards arrived in Rome on 21 Janu-
ary, 1506 to serve the Pope. 

In 2015 the contingent was enlarged, 
from 110 guards to 135 to meet requests. 
Each recruit is required to complete, first of 
all, military training in Switzerland. This is 
followed by a five-week induction training 
course in Rome and finally, a period dedi-
cated to training to use the weapons that the 
mercenaries used in the 16th century. After 
this, the guards are sworn in and their fami-
lies are invited to a private audience with 
the Pope. 

Along with the Pontifical Gendarmerie, 
the Swiss Guards are responsible for ensur-
ing the safety of the Pope, both within and 
outside the Vatican, and for accompanying 
Pope Francis as he moves around among 
the people. — Vatican News

INDIA: Jesuit Fr Stan Swamy 
(pic) has written a letter to 
mark the 100th day of his im-
prisonment in India on charges 
of sedition. In his message, the 
83-year-old priest who is suf-
fering with severe Parkinsons, 
thanked his supporters and ex-
pressed concern at the treatment of his fellow prisoners.

Fr Stan wrote: “I deeply appreciate the overwhelm-
ing solidarity expressed by many people around the 
world, in these 100 days in prison.

“Sometimes the news of so much solidarity has 
given me immense strength and courage, especially 
when the only certain thing in prison is uncertainty.”

Fr Stan said: “Another source of strength in these 
last hundred days has been to observe the difficult sit-
uation of the other prisoners in awaiting trial. Most of 
them come from economically and socially disadvan-
taged communities. Many of these poor people do not 
even know what charges have been brought against 
them and have never seen their indictment. They re-
main in prison for years, without any legal assistance. 
Overall, almost all prisoners are forced to live with the 
bare necessities, rich or poor. This condition creates a 
sense of brotherhood and solidarity in the community 
of prisoners: one learns that it is possible to support 
one another in spite of adversity.”

Fr Stan concluded: “We 16 co-defendants cannot 
meet because we are housed in different prisons or in 
different departments within the same prison. But we 
will continue to raise our voices in the future.  A caged 
bird can still sing.” 

A campaign petition for the release of Fr                               
Stan Swamy is found here: www.change.org/p/deven-
dra-fadnavis-appeal-for-fr-stan-swamy — ICN
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Swiss Guards in the Vatican.  (Vatican Media)

https://www.change.org/p/devendra-fadnavis-appeal-for-fr-stan-swamy
https://www.change.org/p/devendra-fadnavis-appeal-for-fr-stan-swamy
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NATORE: Subol Sarker was a regu-
lar seventh-grade student at Dashuria 
High School in Bangladesh’s Pabna 
district before COVID-19 forced the 
school to close indefinitely in March 
last year.

Ten months on, the 14-year-old 
Hindu boy has dropped out of the 
school after being completely de-
tached from formal education. He 
has become a daily wage earner to 
support his poor family.

The school has been conduct-
ing online classes for students for 
months. But poor families like 
Subol’s, which don’t even have a 
television at home, could not afford 
a smartphone to allow him to access 
online education.

“I would be in eighth grade this 
year if I could continue studies. But 
I go out to work every day to earn an 
income to support my family. I can 
earn up to 400 taka (US$4.70) a day 
and I hand over most of my income 
to my mother,” said Subol.

He is the eldest of three children. 
His younger sister was a fifth-grade 
student in a local government school. 
She also risks dropping out. The 
youngest brother is a three-year-old 
who is yet to enrol in a school.

“I have seen my father’s suffer-
ing in running the family. Yet he 
sent us to school despite difficulties. 
I wanted to work and help him, but 
he didn’t agree. Only after the school 
closed did he allow me to work,” he 
said. 

Subol’s father, Bashudeb Sarker, 
is a rickshaw puller in Pubna town. 
He has always struggled to send his 
children to school. Loss of income 
during the pandemic worsened their 
financial situation.

“My son is working and helping 
the family now and I am happy about 
it. We can save some money after ex-
penses. However, if he wants to go 
to school again, I will not stop him,” 
said Bashudeb, 40.

He says that he wants his son to 
get an education and regretted that he 
couldn’t buy him a mobile phone as 
he had no money, which has caused 
serious damage to his education and 
future life.

Meanwhile, Subol is not interested 
in going to school anymore as he lost 
touch with education and many of 
his classmates have graduated to the 
next grade. “I want to keep working 
and help my family,” he said.

Like Subol, thousands of poor 
children in Bangladesh have become 
casualties of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and dropped out of school.

In a recent report, the Campaign 
for Popular Education (CAMPE) 
showed that many students failed to 
have any access to education during 
COVID-19 as they lacked facilities 
and devices.

The Interim Education Watch Re-
port 2020-21, released virtually on 
Jan. 18, interviewed 2,952 respond-
ents including 1,709 primary and 
secondary students, 578 teachers and 
576 parents from eight districts in 
eight divisions of the country.

The report found 69.5 per cent of 
students did not participate in the dis-
tance learning programme and 57.9 
per cent did not join classes due to a 
lack of devices.

About 25 per cent of teachers 
and guardians feared a sharp rise 
in school drop-out rates due to the 
closure that started on March 17 
last year. The closure has continued 

despite Bangladesh returning to a 
certain level of normalcy after the 
lifting of COVID-19 restrictions on 
condition of following strict health 
guidelines.

The study also reported that 75 per 
cent of students were willing to go 
back into the classroom soon and 76 
per cent of parents, 73 per cent of dis-
trict-level education officials and 80 
per cent of education-related NGO 
officials support reopening schools 
as soon as possible.

CAMPE executive director Rashe-
da K Chowdhury said the report pre-
sented the real picture of education 
during the pandemic.  

“It is clear that students are being 
harmed, so teachers and parents want 
to see school and colleges reopen 
soon. The government has to take a 
quick decision, otherwise students 
will continue to face damage,” said 
Chowdhury.

Samsul Alam, chief education of-
ficer of Kurigram district, said he 
does not fully agree with the findings 
and recommendations of the study.

“The study says 70 per cent of 
student did not access online classes, 
which is a huge number and I don’t 
accept it. In my observation the num-
ber of students who didn’t have ac-
cess to digital devices is fewer,” said 
Alam.

He noted that lots of things must be 
considered before reopening schools. 
“In many areas, it will be difficult to 
maintain health guidelines in schools 
for children. If things get worse, peo-
ple will blame the government. Once 
the situation improves, the govern-
ment will take a responsible decision 
to reopen schools.”

Holy Cross Brother Ranjan Puri-

fication, headmaster of church-run 
St Mary’s Junior School in hilly 
Bandarban district, agreed with the 
findings of the CAMPE report and 
insisted that the situation is even 
worse in some areas.

The school had 360 students up to 
grade nine in 2020, mostly from poor 
indigenous communities.

“We arranged for online classes but 
no student was able to have access as 
they don’t have electricity, mobile 
phones or internet. Our teachers vis-
ited students at home, followed up 
on studies and took home examina-
tions. Yet we fear 10-15 per cent of 
students might drop out as they have 
started working to earn money,” said 
Bro Purification.

Despite the best efforts to support 
students, socioeconomic issues like 
poverty and lack of technology nega-
tively impact poor students from  
poor, rural communities, leading to 
drop-outs, he lamented.

In Bangladesh, Catholic education 
institutes offer education annually to 
over 100,000 students, mostly non-
Christians, through one university, 
17 secondary schools and colleges, 
43 secondary schools and 278 prima-
ry-cum-junior high schools, accord-
ing to the Catholic Directory of 2019.

Jyoti F. Gomes, secretary of Bang-
ladesh Catholic Education Board 
Trust, noted that in urban areas, most 
students benefited from distance 
learning, but the situation is different 
in rural parts.

He said teachers in urban Catholic 
institutes gathered in small groups 
and arranged online classes, while 
students were encouraged to carry on 
distance learning, which means only 
a few might drop out in urban areas.  

“I think if Bangladesh education 
data regarding the pandemic is true, 
it is better to open all educational in-
stitutions soon,” said Gomes. — By            
Stephan Uttom, ucanews.com

Digital divide forces poor 
Bangladeshi students out of  school

VATICAN: Pope Francis on Jan 22 
condemned a twin bomb attack in a 
Baghdad market, and described the 
attacks as “a senseless act of brutal-
ity.”

At least 32 people were killed in 
the suicide bombings and over 100 
others wounded.

In a telegram sent on his behalf by 
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro 
Parolin, the Pope said he is pray-
ing “for the deceased victims and 
their families, for the injured and for 
the emergency personnel in attend-
ance.”

He went on to say that he hopes 
that Iraq will continue to work to 
overcome violence with “fraternity, 
solidarity and peace,” and he in-
voked the Lord’s blessing upon the 
nation and its people.

Pope Francis is scheduled to 
make the first Apostolic Visit ever 
to Iraq from March 5 to 8, visiting 
Baghdad and four other towns.

In recent years, suicide bomb-
ings have become rare in the capital 
since the military defeat of the so-
called Islamic State, so this attack 
has shocked the nation.

Reports suggest that bombers 
blew themselves up in central Bagh-
dad as they were pursued by police.

The attack was carried out by 
two suicide bombers who detonated 
themselves at a busy flea market in 
Tayaran Square.

Medical services rushed to the 
market to take the many wounded 
to hospitals and clinics across the 
capital.

As yet, no group has said it car-
ried out the latest attack, but the so-
called Islamic State is thought to be 

behind the atrocity. A recent UN re-
port estimates that more than 10,000 
IS fighters remain active in Iraq and 
Syria.

It is understood that sleeper cells 
continue an insurgency in the coun-
tryside and small towns, but rarely 
venture into the capital.

The last deadly suicide at-
tack in Baghdad was three years 
ago, when over 30 people were 
killed in the very same location. 
— By Linda Bordoni & Nathan                                  
Morley, Vatican News

Pope deplores Iraq bomb attacks 
and prays for the victims

Thousands of students in Bangladesh are feared to have dropped out of school 
due to the problems caused by COVID-19. (UCA News photo/Stephan Uttom)

Site of a suicide attack in a central market in Baghdad. (Vatican News)

MANILA: Catholic bishops in the 
Philippines have released new guide-
lines for celebrating Ash Wednesday 
on Feb 17.

Priests will bless the ashes in si-
lence before saying a verse in Scrip-
ture only once instead of repeating it 
to each churchgoer.

“The priest says the prayer for 
blessing the ashes. He sprinkles the 
ashes with holy water without say-
ing anything. Then he addresses all 
those present and only once says the 
formula as it appears in the Roman 
Missal,” said the prelates, quoting 
the Vatican’s Congregation on Divine 
Worship.

Clergymen shall then sprinkle ash-
es on a churchgoer’s head instead of 
making a cross on their forehead.

“The priest then cleans his hands, 
puts on a face mask and distributes the 
ashes to those who come to him or, 
if appropriate, he goes to those who 
are standing in their places. The priest 
takes the ashes and sprinkles them on 
the head of each person without say-
ing anything,” the bishops added.

Parishes can also use dried leaves 
of plants and trees instead of old palm 
leaves to make ashes.

Church tradition has it that ashes 
are made from old palm leaves bless-
ed on past Palm Sundays.

“Many parishes will find it difficult 
to obtain palms which were blessed 
during the celebration of Palm Sun-
day in 2020. Our celebration last year 
was in the absence of our people be-
cause of the strict lockdown and only 
a few palms were blessed on the oc-
casion,” said the prelates.

These protocols will prevent the 
spread of coronavirus without sacri-
ficing the essence of Lenten liturgy, 
according to the guidelines.

“The pandemic has affected all as-
pects of our life and even our liturgi-
cal celebrations. Since the start of the 
pandemic, we have issued directives 
and guidelines to help all our pas-
tors and Christian communities in the 
proper celebration of the liturgy,” said 
the bishops.

“We continue to pray for the heal-
ing of many and the end of the pan-
demic. We thank God for the gift of 
the vaccines. We pray for the wisdom 
and compassion for our government 
leaders in the just and equitable dis-
tribution of the vaccines.” — By          
Joseph Peter Calleja ucanews.com

Philippine Bishops issue 
Ash Wednesday protocols
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Cardinal calls for three-day ‘Nineveh fast’ for return 
to peace and stability in Iraq

Pope Francis’ plans focus on 
Abrahamism during Iraq visit

BAGHDAD: Chaldean Catholics 
in Iraq are undertaking a three-day 
“Nineveh fast” this week to pray for 
peace and security in their country 
ahead of Pope Francis’ scheduled 
visit in March.

Cardinal Louis Raphaël Sako, head 
of the Chaldean Catholic Church, is-
sued a statement calling on Catholics 
to fast and pray on Jan 25-28.

“Let us repent of our sins, pray 
for salvation from the COVID-19 
pandemic, contemplate the meaning 
of our existence, assume our respon-
sibilities towards our brothers and 
sisters and our communities, and ex-
press solidarity … with people who 
have lost their jobs and livelihood, 
and extend a helping hand to them,” 
Sako wrote in a statement published 

online by the Chaldean Patriarchate 
of Babylon.

“Let us pray also for the return of 
peace, security, and stability to our 
country and the region after all the 
wars and conflicts that have exhaust-
ed it.” 

The Fast of Nineveh is a practice 
observed in some Eastern Catholic 
rites in the days leading up to Lent. 
The three-day fast recalls the three 
days that Jonah spent inside of the 
whale and the repentance of the 
Ninevites.

The Islamic State later claimed 
responsibility for the suicide attack, 
which killed at least 32 people and 
injured more than 100. 

Sako said that the attack caused 
great concern and sadness in Iraq, 
noting that “those who were killed 
were poor people, very poor.”

“Unfortunately these attacks have 
a political purpose. They represent a 
message to the government and also 
to the new American president,” the 
cardinal said in an interview with 

Vatican News on Jan 26.
The suicide bombing in Bagh-

dad took place the day after the US 
presidential inauguration. There were 
more US military personnel in Wash-
ington for the occasion than current 
US troop levels in Iraq, where there 
were 2,500 US service members as 
of Jan 15, according to the Depart-
ment of Defence.

In a telegram expressing the 
Pope’s condolences after the attack, 
the Vatican Secretary of State wrote 
that Pope Francis trusted “that all will 
continue to overcome violence with 
fraternity, solidarity, and peace.”

Cardinal Sako said that he antici-
pated that a papal visit to Iraq would 
bring “comfort and hope.”

“The Pope will come to say: 

‘enough, enough wars, enough vio-
lence, seek peace and fraternity and 
the protection of human dignity,’” he 
said.

“It is a very important event for 
us Christians, but everyone in Iraq is 
waiting for this visit, including Mus-
lims, other religious groups, and gov-
ernment leaders,” he add.

The cardinal explained that Cath-
olics in Iraq were undertaking the 
Nineveh fast not only for Iraq, noting 
that there have been relatively few 
coronavirus cases recorded in Iraq 
compared to other parts of the world.

“Therefore, we must pray and ask 
for God’s help to be saved and to end 
this pandemic for the whole world,” 
he said. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

BAGHDAD: When Pope Fran-
cis visits Iraq in March, he plans to 
anchor his interfaith dialogue with 
Muslims in Abrahamism, the com-
mon root of Semitic religions that 
trace their origin to Judaism and the 
worship of Abraham’s God.

The Biblical birthplace of Abra-
ham, Ur in southern Iraq, will figure 
prominently in the Pope’s itinerary 
when he visits war-torn Iraq.

The impact of his visit will reflect 
on the entire strife-ridden West Asia 
region, where the two major Abra-
hamic religions — Judaism and Is-
lam — are confronting each other 
and treat the ancient Christian com-
munities as second-class citizens.

The pontiff is extending the olive 
branch through Abraham and the 
Old Testament, which the antagonis-
tic warring groups and proponents of 
intra-Muslim rivalry will find diffi-
cult to renounce.

The Pope is expected to produce 
something similar to the 2019 Abu 
Dhabi document on human fraternity 
while engaging Shia Muslim leaders 
in Iraq from March 5-8. 

Shias are one of the two main 
branches of Islam and form some 65 
per cent of Iraq’s 39 million people. 
The Sunni sect, estimated to be 90 
per cent of the world’s 1.5 billion 
Muslims, is a minority in Iraq, ac-
counting for 34 per cent of its popu-
lation.

The Vatican has to deliver a 

Christian-Shia dialogue to match the 
Christian-Sunni ties cemented dur-
ing the papal visit to the United Arab 
Emirates in 2019, suggested Cardi-
nal Louis Raphael Sako, head of the 
Chaldean Catholic Church.

The Vatican wants a pan-West 
Asia reach for the papal visit and has 
modelled the Iraqi visit motto: “You 
are all brothers.” The motto is written 
in the Arabic, Chaldean and Kurdish 
languages.

For the uprooted ancient Chris-
tian communities and their torched 
churches in Iraq, the papal journey 
will bring forth a social change in 
political Islam, which sees religion 
as a driving force to bring in social 
and political changes in society.

The dwindling Christian popula-
tion, who claim an apostolic origin, 
are pinning their hopes on the pontiff 
as he has dedicated a quarter of all 
his papal visits to Muslim-majority 
nations without taking sides in the 
intra-Muslim feud.

Iraqi Christians, who still use Ara-
maic, the language Jesus spoke, are 
desperately seeking an end to their 
plight, aggravated by the establish-
ment of the Islamic State in Iraq.

Pope Francis is expected to visit 
Christian communities in the Nin-
eveh Plains, which saw a record 
number of Christians fleeing due to 
atrocities by the Islamic State from 
2014-16.

During his public statements, the 

pope has expressed his concern for 
these persecuted Christians.

His stopover in Qaraqosh in north-
ern Iraq will serve as a shot in the 
arm for a devastated Christian com-
munity that is rebuilding churches 
and residential houses.

After the Islamic State ordeal 
ended, Christians have struggled to 
benefit from the rehabilitation initi-
ated by the Iraqi government.

By his Iraqi visit, the Pope is trying 
to accomplish what his predecessors 
were unable to do because of com-
plex and pressing issues in Iraq. Pope 
John Paul II tried to visit Iraq in 1999 
but his efforts did not materialize.

Christians in Iraq belong to the 
Chaldean Church, which is in com-
munion with Rome and headed by 
Cardinal Sako.

The Syriac Catholic Church is 
also active, with a modest number of 
Latin, Maronite, Greek, Coptic and 
Armenian churches. There are also 
non-Catholic churches like the As-
syrian Church.

Other minority groups like the 
Yazidis and Baha'is are expected to 
get attention to their plight due to the 
episcopal visit.

The pope's message of peace, dia-
logue, fraternity and constructive co-
operation will force Iraqi politicians 
to rise above their sectarian squab-
bles and bury the hatchet to usher in 
a better future for Iraqi youth.

Iraqi President Barham Salih said 
on Twitter that the trip “will be a 
message of peace to Iraqis of all re-
ligions and serve to affirm our com-
mon values of justice and dignity.”

Pandemic raises doubts
Pope Francis has expressed doubt 
about his trip because of the coro-
navirus pandemic. In an interview 
recently, the pope said he had put 
off two international trips in 2020 
“because in conscience I cannot 
cause gatherings, can I? Now I don't 
know if the next trip to Iraq will take 
place.”

But local organizers are unde-
terred and have released the logo 
and motto for his visit. The logo 
depicts Pope Francis with the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers, a palm tree 
and a dove carrying an olive branch 
over the Vatican and Iraqi flags.

On a personal level, the 84-year-
old pope has equipped himself for 
the journey by vaccinating against 
COVID-19 to chart out the second 
leg of his interfaith dialogue after 
Abu Dhabi’s success.

For this, he has selected the great 
Mesopotamia region, which once 
housed the Garden of Eden, Abra-
ham's village, Daniel in the lions’ den 
and the Tower of Babel. The prophet 
Jonah, who asked people to repent 
and return to God, also lived in Nin-
eveh, according to the Bible.

If it takes place as planned, the pa-
pal visit can heal some wounds creat-
ed by political Islam and its fanatical 
moves. At the very least, the visit will 
help put some global media focus on 
the neglected Iraqi Christians’ plight. 
— By Ben Joseph, ucanews.com

Patriarch Louis Raphaël Sako

LONDON: It’s the news about the 
new British variant of COVID-19 
that nobody wanted to hear.

This new variant was first dis-
covered in southeast England last 
autumn and has quickly become the 
most prevalent form of the virus in 
the nation. It is already known to be 
up to 70 per cent more transmissible 
than the original, but now there are 
suggestions it may be up to 30 per 
cent more lethal.

The government’s Chief Scientif-

ic Adviser, Patrick Vallance stressed 
the evidence about mortality levels 
was not yet strong, and said there 
was still great uncertainty around 
the data.

He said once people reached hos-
pital there was no greater risk but 
there were signs that people who 
had the British variant were at more 
risk overall.

Vallance explained that for a man 
in his sixties, the average risk was 
that 10 in 1,000 people who got 

infected would be expected to die, 
but that this rose to roughly 13 or 14 
people in l,000 with the new variant.

Scientists have reacted by urg-
ing tighter controls and one said the 
news could take the country back to 
“square one”.

It is also likely to increase the 
concerns of EU leaders who were 
already considering strengthening 
border measures against the new 
British variant. The emergence of 
the new variant quickly led to travel 

bans across the world but despite 
these measures it has been found in 
at least 50 other nations.

Vallance said there was more con-
cern about two other variants of the 
virus that had emerged in South Af-
rica and Brazil. He said they had cer-
tain features which mean they might 
be less susceptible to vaccines.

The prime minister warned of 
stricter travel curbs on Jan 22 and 
continued lockdown measures, say-
ing the nation’s infection rate re-

mains “forbiddingly high”.
Britain has recorded more than 

3.5 million Covid infections and its 
death toll is approaching 100,000, 
the 5th highest in the world.

The bright news amidst the 
gloom is that the number of new 
infections in the nation was esti-
mated to be shrinking by as much 
as four per cent a day, and the roll-
out of the two vaccines is moving 
ahead swiftly. — By Susy Hodges,                                     
Vatican News

UK COVID-19 variant ‘may lead to increased mortality’

Iraqi mourners pray over the coffin of a victim of a twin suicide bombing 
during a funeral in the holy city of Najaf on Jan 21, 2021. (UCA News photo)
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During these first weeks of the year 2021, we have spent 
a significant amount of time in conversation with col-

leagues, students, family and friends. We talk about work, life, 
our children, politics, the pandemic, our woes, our joys and our 
hopes, among other things.

We can tell that many of them feel exhausted by how they 
look and sound. Although we may tend to be upbeat, many feel 
their own share of exhaustion. The start of a year is supposed 
to signal fresh beginnings and instil some new energy in us, yet 
millions and millions of people in many parts of our world are 
simply exhausted.

The feeling is justifiable. We cannot hide the effects of the 
tumultuous year 2020 in our lives. We are still in the midst of a 
pandemic that seems relentless. Even with the excellent news 
of several vaccines being available, each day we learn about 
more infections and more deaths; then new waves and new 
strains of the virus.

Our current political climate is perplexing and, frankly, dis-
appointing. Since its inception, our nation has withstood diver-
sity of opinions and divisions. Fine. Yet, when those divisions 
become instruments to dismantle or distort the social, political 
and even legal principles that are supposed to make us one de-
cent society, then we must wonder what has gone awry.

The cavalier use of racist language in our public discourse, 
the rise of an emerging nationalism built upon anti-immigrant 
sentiments and the disdain for people who struggle with pov-
erty, among other sociocultural misfits in our day, demand a 
communal examination of conscience.

It is here where people of faith and religious institutions 
could exercise much needed leadership. Yet, we cannot go to 
our churches as we used to, since we need to adhere to impor-
tant restrictions that aim at controlling the pandemic. Religious 
education and spiritual support efforts, even when done online, 
are running at half steam.

Many faith leaders are hurt and disconcerted: others are dis-
illusioned at witnessing religious leaders from different tradi-
tions and philosophical persuasions placing politics and ideol-
ogy above truth and the message of love at the heart of the 
Gospel. More worrisome still is the irresponsible use of the 
Christian message and whatever standing our faith institutions 
may have in society to justify the unjustifiable.

Put all these together: a fierce pandemic, divisive politics, 
institutions threatened to their core, widespread prejudice and 
the manipulation of religion for ideological gain, among other 
challenges. It is easy, indeed, to understand why people in our 
society are exhausted.

Where do we go from here? The promise of new beginnings 
remains. Every crisis brings along its hopes and opportunities.

As Christians, we believe that life, good, order and love pre-
vail over death, evil, chaos and hate. We know this because 
God spoke decisively in Jesus Christ, and in him, our sense of 
hope finds its foundation.

Jesus’ words resound strongly: “Come to me, all you who 
labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest” (Mt 
11:28). This is still a young year, and we must remain atten-
tive to any signs of hope before us. Pandemics come and go. 
Regimes rise and fall. Errors stand to be corrected.

In the midst of the widespread feelings of exhaustion, Catho-
lics must redouble their efforts to be beacons of hope in society. 
The challenges are big and complex, and they will defeat any 
facile or simplistic response. We must try, nonetheless; and try 
hard.

Whether in the parliaments of the world, in churches or 
schools, offices or businesses, in factories or fields, in homes 
or in the public square, this is a time for Catholics to instil hope 
inspired in the best of our faith. — By Hosffman Ospino, CNS
l Ospino is professor of theology and religious education at 
Boston College, USA. 

Exhaustion meets 
new beginnings The pontificate of Pope Francis 

has now surpassed that of Ben-
edict XVI in terms of duration. 

And Benedict has now been a “former” 
pope longer than he was actually the 
Roman Pontiff. 

The latest milestone comes during 
the eight-day Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity, the “octave” when Chris-
tians ask God to guide them in healing 
the divisions that keep the various sep-
arated Churches and communities from 
realising full communion. 

It is part of the ecumenical movement 
which is aimed at fostering deeper rela-
tions between the different Christian 
denominations. Its eventual goal is 
the restoration of the full, visible unity 
of all who believe in Jesus Christ and 
strive to truly be his disciples. 

But the work of ecumenism is se-
verely hampered by divisions within 
the denominations themselves. Sadly, 
every Christian Church and ecclesial 
community has them.

The fractures within the worldwide 
Orthodox Church are well-known.

The Anglican Communion, which is 
both praised and ridiculed for tolerat-
ing vastly different doctrinal positions 
among its members, has also incurred 
splits. 

And the Roman Catholic Church has 
not been immune to division, either. 
But, until fairly recently, its leaders, the 
bishops, have been amazingly united 
in an almost lockstep fashion. Sing-
ing from the same hymn sheet, until 
they didn’t. There are more than 5,000 
bishops around the world. And despite 
different cultures and languages, they 
have been strikingly harmonious in 
singing from the same hymn sheet.

After John Paul II imposed a strict 
litmus test on what type of candidates 
could be appointed to the episcopate, 
they have been especially mindful of 
following the lead set by the Bishop 
of Rome. They did so, with few excep-
tions, during the Polish pope’s long 
reign and also during the nearly eight 
years his Bavarian successor was at the 
helm.

But that changed not long after the 
Argentine Jesuit, Jorge Mario Ber-
goglio, was elected to the See of Peter 
in March 2013. Looking back at the 
past nearly eight years, one can see 
that the worldwide episcopate’s hon-
eymoon with Pope Francis was brief. 
That is certainly true of the bishops of 
the United States. 

And it was never more obvious than 
on January 20 when the Pope and the 
president of the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued two 
starkly different messages to the newly 
inaugurated US President, Joe Biden.

An iron fist in a velvet glove
The upshot of the message from Fran-
cis was hope and encouragement.

The note from the USCCB leader, 
Archbishop Jose Gomez, was more 
like an iron fist in a velvet glove. It was 
congratulatory, but with an ominous 
warning.

Right from day one of the new ad-
ministration, the bishops put Biden on 
notice. The archbishop’s message was 
also the latest proof that the bishops, as 

a body, still have no intention of adopt-
ing the new pastoral priorities that Fran-
cis has proposed. And they continue to 
show little interest in responding to his 
call for a change of mentality — one 
that’s more open and inviting, less re-
strictive, legalistic and confrontational. 

Obviously, not all the American 
Church leaders are contrary to the 
Pope. 

And one of them — Cardinal Blaise 
Cupich of Chicago — finally spoke out 
publicly against the USCCB-led pas-
sive resistance to Francis. He called 
Gomez’s message “ill considered” and 
promised to force the conference to dis-
cuss what is really behind it. 

Cupich was supported by some oth-
ers, like Bishop Robert McElroy in 
San Diego, who also voiced displeas-
ure with the conference president. But 
most of them did not object at all, while 
a good number actually defended Arch-
bishop Gomez. 

Time to stop the charade 
Pope Francis has a problem with the 
bishops of the United States. There 
is no question about that. They have 
been slow as a conference, and many 
of them as individuals, to demonstrate 
any real enthusiasm for the Jesuit pope 
or the vision of renewal he’s put before 
the Church. The USCCB has stub-
bornly clung to the “culture war” battle 
plan their conference began mapping 
out well over a decade ago. But let’s be 
clear. Bishops are not branch managers 
for the pope, so they don’t have to be 
just yes-men. And Francis, as much as 
anyone, would defend a bishop’s right 
to disagree with him on certain issues. 

However, under the current system, 
no matter how questionable the theol-
ogy and ecclesiology that undergird it, 
bishops are (almost all of them) direct-
ly appointed by the pope. 

And the Pope can remove them. 
There’s little chance that he would, 
though. He’s far too tolerant. 

Instead, more bishops should join 
with Cardinal Cupich and stop the cha-
rade that their conference is a united 
body. It is not. And pretending that it 
is only emboldens the cultural warriors 
who continue to control the USCCB’s 
direction. 

Benedict’s bishops still in control
The ideological bishops that Benedict 
XVI appointed to the United States still 
hold some of the most important posts 
in the country. They make up 17 of the 
32 Latin Rite metropolitan archbishops. 
Three other archbishops still in office 
were appointed by John Paul II. 

Those that Francis has named amount 
to only twelve — twelve out of thirty-
two. Three of them are cardinals. Be-
sides Cupich, there is Joseph Tobin in 
Newark and Wilton Gregory in Wash-
ington. But so far, they have not been 
able to significantly change the direc-
tion of the USCCB or the ethos or im-
age of the Church in the United States at 
the institutional level.

The national episcopal conference 
took a more concerted turn toward wag-
ing culture wars in 2011 when Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan, who was appointed 
archbishop of New York in 2009, basi-
cally orchestrated a coup and got him-
self elected USCCB president.

It was a nasty and deliberate break 
with the longstanding custom that the 
conference vice-president is always 
elected president. In fact, because of 
this, the most important vote was al-
ways for the V.P.

Francis has been pope less than eight 
years, and none of the bishops he’s 
named have so far been elected to the 
top leadership posts in the USCCB. In-
stead, Dolan, who will be 71 in Febru-
ary, continues to throw his considerable 
weight around and use his overbearing 
personality to move levers inside the 
USCCB and in other Catholic institu-
tions in the country for that matter. 

It is not clear what Francis can do to 
shift the balance in the US hierarchy so 
that the leaders of the Church in Amer-
ica begin to look more like the type of 
bishops he has modelled. 

It will take a long time if the Pope 
just replaces men as they reach retire-
ment age. Perhaps, he ought to consider 
moving or removing some of those who 
have been obstructionists, especially 
those who have worked actively with a 
certain former papal nuncio to Washing-
ton to discredit him!

Unfortunately, there are more than a 
few. — By Robert Mickens, LCI (htt-
ps:// international.la-croix.com/)

A charade of  unity
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The US bishops continue to ignore Pope Francis’ 
vision for a renewed Church

Pope Francis talks with Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, vice president of 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, after a session of the Synod of Bishops on 
young people, the faith and vocational discernment, at the Vatican Oct 26. Also pictured 
are Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, Byzantine Catholic Archbishop 
William C. Skurla of Pittsburgh, Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Barron of Los Angeles 
and Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of Chicago. (CNS photo)
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To all consecrated persons,
 
We draw close to you on the eve of a day 
dear to us, and to all consecrated men arid 
women, a day dedicated to our wonderful 
vocation that makes God’s love for men, 
women and  the entire  universe  shine forth 
in various  ways. On February 2 in St Pe-
ter’s Basilica, at 5.30pm, we will celebrate 
the XXV World Day of Consecrated Life. 
Pope Francis will preside over the Eucha-
ristic Celebration, void of the signs and 
joyful faces that illuminated it in previous 
years, yet nonetheless expressing the fruit-
ful gratitude that characterises our lives.

With this letter, we wish to lessen the 
physical distance imposed on us for so 
many months by the pandemic and express 
to each of you, and to every community, 
our closeness as well as that of those work-
ing in this Dicastery. For months we have 
been following the news coming from the 
communities in various nations: they speak 
of bewilderment, the spread of infection, 
deaths, of human and economic difficul-
ties, institutes that are decreasing in num-
ber, fears ... but they also speak of a fidelity 
tested through suffering, courage, a serene 
witness even in the midst of pain or uncer-
tainty, sharing every affliction and every 
wound, caring for and being close to the 
most needy, charity and service at the cost 
of one’s life (cf. Frufelli Tutti, ch. II).

We cannot mention all your names, but 
we ask the Lord’s blessing on each and 
every one of you, so that you may be able 
to move from “I” to “we”, realising that 
“we are all in the same boat, all of us fragile 
and disoriented, but at the same time im-
portant and needed, all of us called to row 
together” (Pope Francis, Extraordinary mo-
ment of prayer, Friday, March 27, 2020). 
Be the Samaritans of these days, overcom-
ing the temptation to turn inward and weep 
for yourselves, or to close your eyes to the 
pain, suffering, and poverty of so many 
men and women throughout the world.

In the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope 
Francis invites us to act together, to bring 
about a rebirth in everyone “a universal as-
piration to fraternity” (n. 8), to dream to-
gether (n. 9) so that “in the face of present-
day attempts to eliminate or ignore others, 
we may prove capable of responding with 
a new vision of fraternity and social friend-
ship.. ,” (n. 6).

Consecrated men and women in religious, 
monastic and contemplative institutes, in 
secular institutes and new institutes, mem-
bers of the ordo virginum, hermits, mem-
bers of societies of apostolic life, we ask all 
of you to place this Encyclical at the cen-
tre of your life, formation and mission. We 
cannot disregard this truth any more: we are 
all brothers and sisters, as, in fact, we pray,  
not necessarily consciously of it, in the Our 
Father. “Without an openness to the Father 
of all, there will be no solid and stable rea-
sons for an appeal to fraternity” (n. 272).

This Encyclical, written in a histori-
cal moment that Pope Francis himself has 
called ”the hour of truth,” is a precious gift 
for every form of consecrated life which, 
without denying the many wounds to fra-
ternity, can find in it the roots of prophecy.

We are faced with a new call from the 

Holy Spirit. In light of the doctrine on the 
Church-communion, just as St John Paul 
II urged consecrated persons to “be true 
experts of communion and to practice the 
spirituality of communion” (Vita consecra-
ta, n. 46), Pope Francis, drawing inspira-
tion from St Francis, founder and inspirer 
of so many institutes of consecrated life, 
broadens  the perspective and invites us to 
be architects of universal brotherhood, cus-
todians of the common home, of the earth 
and of every creature (ct. Encyclical Laud-
ato Si’). Brothers and sisters towards all, 
regardless of faith, culture and traditions, 
because the future is not “monochrome” 
(rd n. 100) and the world is like a polyhe-
dron that lets its beauty shine through its 
different facets.

It is a question, then, of creating ways of 
accompanying, transforming and creating; 
of developing projects to promote a culture 
of encounter and dialogue between differ-
ent peoples and generations; of starting 
with one’s own vocational community and 
then reaching to every corner of the earth 
and every creature, because, never as dur-
ing this pandemic, have we experienced 
how everything is linked, everything is re-
lated, everything is connected (cf. Encycli-

cal Laudato Si’).
“Let us dream, then, as a single human 

family, as fellow travellers sharing the 
same flesh, as children of  the  same earth 
which is our  common  home, each of us 
bringing the richness of his or her beliefs 
and convictions, each of us with his or her 
own voice, brothers and sisters all” (FT n. 
8). Therefore, in light of this dream that is 
entrusted to our hands, to our passion, and 
to our perseverance, this coming February 
2 will once again be a beautiful feast to 
praise and thank the Lord for the gift of our 
vocation and mission!

To Mary, our Mother, Mother of the 
Church, faithful woman, and in this year 
dedicated to Saint Joseph, her spouse, we 
entrust each of you. May you be strength-
ened in your living and loving faith, certain 
and joyful hope, humble and active charity.

We invoke the blessing of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, our merciful God, 
on each of you.

João Braz Card De Aviz
Prefect

Jose Rodriguez Carballo, OFM
Archbishop Secretary

Consecrated men and women urged to place 
Fratelli Tutti at the centre of their lives

26th WorlD Day for consecrateD life – feBruary 2, 2021

A file photo of Bishop Bernard Paul with the clergy and Religious at the Church of St Joseph, Plentong, Feb 2, 2019.

The celebration of the World Day 
for Consecrated Life, which 

will be observed for the first time 
on February 2, is intended to help 
the entire Church to esteem ever 
more greatly the witness of those 
persons who have chosen to follow 
Christ by means of the practice of 
the evangelical counsels and, at the 
same time, is intended to be a suit-
able occasion for consecrated per-
sons to renew their commitment and 
rekindle the fervour which should 
inspire their offering of themselves 
to the Lord.

The mission of the consecrated 
life in the present and in the future 
of the Church concerns not only 
those who have received this spe-
cial charism, but the entire Christian 
community as well. In the post-
synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita 
Consecrata issued in 1996, I wrote: 
“In effect, the consecrated life is at 
the very heart of the Church as a de-
cisive element of her mission, since 

it ‘manifests the inner nature of the 
Christian calling’ and the striving 
of the whole Church as Bride to-
wards union with her one Spouse” 
(VC 3). Thus, I would like to re-
new the invitation to consecrated 
persons to look to the future with 
confidence, relying on the fidelity 
of God and the power of his grace, 
who is always able to accomplish 

new wonders: “You have not only 
a glorious history to remember and 
to recount, but also a great task still 
to be accomplished! Look to the fu-
ture, where the Spirit is sending you 
in order to do even greater things” 
(VC 110).
— an extract from Pope John Paul 
II’s 1997 Message for the First 
World Day for Consecrated Life. 

Spark a conversation about 
religious life using this new 

video series of newer entrants 
talking about their lived experi-
ences of intergenerational and 
intercultural vowed communal 
life. 

The 2020 NRVC/CARA 
Study of Recent Vocations to Re-
ligious Life reported that newer 
entrants to religious life have 
abundant hope amid changing 
demographics.  

These short two-minute vid-
eos from a variety of sisters, 
brothers, and priests can be 
used in vocation promotion as a 
way to demonstrate the vitality 
of consecrated life among our 

members who entered religious 
life since 2002. They can also 
be used in community conver-
sations with NRVC’s Study and 
Reflection Guide to enhance vo-
cation ministry. 

All the videos can be accessed 
directly through the National 
Religious Vocation Conference 
YouTube Channel or through the 
links provided. 

The NRVC will publish an 
additional 30 videos from sen-
ior members in partnership with 
SOAR! throughout the month of 
February.

https://nrvc.net/274/publica-
tion/4171/article/23469-abun-
dant-hope-video-series

Abundant Hope Video Series
Amplify hope in religious lifeAbout the celebration

Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception renewing their vows at St 
Paul’s Chapel, Kinarut, Feb 1, 2020.

https://nrvc.net/274/publication/4171/article/23469-abundant-hope-video-series


Lying is the most perni-
cious of evils, the most 
dangerous of sins, the 

worst of blasphemes, and the 
one sin that is unforgiveable. 
Perhaps we need to be reminded 
of that today, given our present 
culture where we are in danger 
of losing the very idea of real-
ity and truth. Nothing is more 
dangerous.

There’s a line buried deep 
in scripture that is too seldom 
quoted. The Letter to the He-
brews states simply: It is impos-
sible for God to lie (Hebrews 6, 
18). It could not be otherwise. 
God is Truth, so how could God 
lie? For God to lie would be a 
denial of God’s very nature. 
Consequently, for us to lie is to 
go directly against God. Lying 
is the definition of irreverence 
and blasphemy. It is an affront 
to the nature of God.

If we are aware of that, we 
haven’t taken it seriously lately. 
Everywhere, from countless 
social media tweets, texts and 
blogs to the highest offices of 
government, business, and even 
the Church, we are seeing an 
ever-deteriorating relationship 
with reality and truth. Lying 
and creating one’s own truth 

have become socially accept-
able (to a frightening degree). 
What’s changed? Haven’t we 
always lied? Who among us can 
say that he or she has never told 
a lie or falsified information in 
one way or another? What’s dif-
ferent today? 

What’s different today is that, 
until our generation, you could 
be caught in a lie, shamed for 
telling it, forced to accept your 
own dishonesty. No longer. To-
day our relationship with truth 
is fracturing to a degree that we 
no longer distinguish, morally 
or practically, between a lie and 
the truth. A lie, now, is simply 
another modality of truth.  

What’s the net effect of this? 
We are living it. Its effects are 
everywhere. First, it has broken 
down a shared sense of reality 
where. As a community, we no 
longer have a common epis-
temology and a shared sense 
of right and wrong. People no 
longer relate to reality in the 
same way. One person’s truth 
is another person’s lie. It is be-
coming impossible to define 
what constitutes a lie.

This doesn’t just destroy 
trust among us; worse, it plays 
with our sanity and with some 

of the deeper moral and reli-
gious chromosomes inside us. 
As I wrote in this column sev-
eral months ago, we believe 
that there are four transcenden-
tal properties to God. We teach 
that God is One, True, Good, 
and Beautiful. Because God 
is One, whole and consistent, 
there can never be any inter-
nal contradictions within God. 
This might sound abstract and 
academic, but this is what an-
chors our sanity. We are sane 
and remain sane only because 
we can always trust that two 
plus two equals four, ever and 
always. God’s Oneness is what 

anchors that. If that should ever 
change, then the peg that moors 
our sanity would be removed. 
Once two plus two can equal 
something other than four, then 
nothing can be securely known 
or trusted ever again. That’s the 
ultimate danger in what’s hap-
pening today. We are unmoor-
ing our psyche.

The next danger in lying is 
what it does to those of us who 
lie. Fyodor Dostoevsky sums it 
up succinctly: “People who lie 
to themselves and listen to their 
own lie come to such a pass 
that they cannot distinguish the 
truth within them, or around 
them, and so lose all respect for 
themselves and for others. And 
having no respect, they cease to 
love.” Jordan Peterson would 
add this: If we lie long enough 
“after that comes the arrogance 
and sense of superiority that 
inevitably accompanies the 
production of successful lies, 
and that is one of the greatest 
dangers. Apparently everyone 
is fooled, so everyone is stupid, 
except me. Everyone is stupid, 
and fooled, by me – so I can get 
away with whatever I want. Fi-
nally, there is the proposition: 
‘Being itself is susceptible to my 

manipulation. Thus, it deserves 
no respect.’” 

Jesus’ warning in John’s 
Gospel is the strongest of all. 
He tells us that if we lie long 
enough we will eventually be-
lieve our own lies and confuse 
falsehood for the truth and truth 
for falsehood, and that becomes 
an unforgiveable sin (a “blas-
pheme against the Holy Spirit) 
because the person who’s lying 
no longer wants to be forgiven. 

Finally, lying breaks down 
trust among us. Trust is predi-
cated on the belief that we all 
accept that two plus two equals 
four, that we all accept there is 
such a thing as reality, that we 
all accept that reality can be 
distorted by a lie, and that we 
all accept that a lie is falsehood 
and not just another modality of 
truth. Lying destroys that trust. 

Living in a world that plays 
fast and easy with reality and 
truth also plays on our loneli-
ness. George Eliot once asked: 
“What loneliness is more lonely 
than distrust?” So true. The 
loneliest loneliness of all is the 
loneliness of distrust. Welcome 
to our not-so-brave new world. 
— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

God cannot tell a lie …
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“I see this time as a reckoning. I 
think of what Jesus tells Peter in 

Luke 22:31, that the devil wants him to 
be sifted like wheat. To enter into cri-
sis is to be sifted. Your categories and 
ways of thinking get shaken up; your 
priorities and lifestyles are challenged. 
You cross a threshold, either by your 
own choice or by necessity, because 
there are crises, like the one we’re go-
ing through, that you can’t avoid.” 

As we usher in 2021 we rejoice that 
we have endured such unprecedented 
misery and sufferings brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Our Lov-
ing Father has inspired Pope Francis to 
bring us hope through his new book 
Let us dream – the path to a better fu-
ture (with Austen Ivereigh, Simon & 
Schuster,  published Dec 1, 2020).  

The book begins by exploring what 
this crisis can teach us about how to 
handle upheaval of any kind in our 
own lives and in the world at large. 
Pope Francis then reveals how three 
crises in his own life changed him dra-
matically for the better. 

These crises are his three moments 
of solitude (his personal COVID mo-
ments), namely: Illness when he was 

young, the solitude of non-belonging 
and the self-imposed exile (lockdown). 
He shows us that the crisis presents us 
with a choice. But if we dare to change, 
we can emerge from the crisis better 
than before.

Our Holy Father saw the resilience, 
generosity and creativity of so many 
of us, he expresses that there is hope 
to rescue our society, our economy and 
our planet from the crisis we are facing 
now. He says that the pain and suffer-
ing will not be in vain.

This crisis presents us with a choice 

to change for the better, however, we 
must have the courage and faith to 
change. Pope Francis then reminds us 
that our first duty is to serve others, es-
pecially the poor and the marginalised, 
just as Christ did. 

He comforts us, “If we are to come 
out of this crisis less selfish than we 
went in, we have to let ourselves be 
touched by others’ pain. There’s a line 
in Friedrich Hölderlin’s Hyperion that 
speaks to me, about how the danger 
that threatens in a crisis is never total; 
there’s always a way out. ‘Where the 
danger is, also grows the saving pow-
er.’”

Finally, he offers us an inspiring 
plan for building a better world for all 
humanity by putting the interest of the 
poor and the planet first. He draws on 
sacred sources as well as the latest find-
ings from renowned scientists, econo-
mists, activists and other thinkers. He 
shows how ordinary people, acting 
together despite their differences, can 
discover unforeseen possibilities and 
change the world.

Pope Francis exhorts us in these 
words, “That’s the genius in the human 
story: there’s always a way to escape 
destruction. Where humankind has to 
act is precisely there, in the threat itself; 
that’s where the door opens.

“This is a moment to dream big, 
to rethink our priorities — what we 
value, what we want, what we seek — 
and to commit to act in our daily life 
on what we have dreamed of. What I 
hear at this moment is similar to what 
Isaiah hears God saying through him: 
Come, let us talk this over. Let us dare 
to dream.”

So, let us dream and prepare to 
change for a better future. — By Dr 
Christopher Ng

Let Us Dream - God brings us hope during the crisis

Spanish Missionary of Charity Sr Paul supports a patient at the House for the 
Dying in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in this file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey)

“The see-judge-act meth-
od has been used of-

ten by the Latin American 
Church to respond to change. 
Francis has reformulated it 
in different terms (‘contem-
plate-discern-propose’) but 
it is essentially the same ap-
proach.” 

Let us listen to a segment 
from the audio book: https://
soundcloud.com/simonschus-
ter/let-us-dream-audiobook-
excerpt
Excerpts from the book:
“From this crisis we can come 

out better or worse. We can 
slide backwards, or we can cre-
ate something new. For now, 
what we need is the chance to 
change, to make space for the 
new thing we need. It’s like 
God says to Isaiah: Come, let 
us talk this over. If you are 
ready to listen, we will have a 
great future. But if you refuse 
to listen, you’ll be devoured by 
the sword (Isaiah 1:18–20).”

The book ends with a beau-
tiful poem written by Alexis 
Valdé

HOPE
We’ll understand how fragile

it is to be alive.
We’ll sweat empathy

for those still with us and 
those who are gone.

We’ll miss the old man
who asked for a buck                            

in the market
whose name we never knew

who was always at your side.

And maybe the poor old man
was your God in disguise.

But you never asked his name
because you never                                

had the time.

And all will become a miracle.
And all will become a legacy.

And we’ll respect the life,
the life we have gained.

When the storm passes
I ask you Lord, in shame
that you return us better,
as you once dreamed us.

Some snippets

A cover of Pope Francis begins 
Let Us Dream. By exploring 
what this crisis can teach us 
about how to handle upheaval of 
any kind in our own lives and the 
world at large.
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Amanda Gorman’s inauguration poem 
revealed God — through its beauty

There was this young woman, 
dressed bright as a canary, 
stepped up to the micro-

phone, teeth to the world, gold 
in her hair and hanging from her 
ears, and asked a question so fa-
miliar: “When day comes, we ask 
ourselves, where can we find light 
in this never-ending shade?” And 
there went her hands, lifting the 
question up before settling it back 
down with her fingers.

As she went on, Ms Gorman’s 
words brought something good 
and true to life, letting us release 
the breath we’ve been holding 
while “we’ve braved the belly of 
the beast.” She reads these words 
and I’m following her and letting 
the tension break because of the al-
literation. I need that alliteration. I 
need it to pull the bravery she sees 
through the belly of a national fu-
ture that so often still feels like a 
beast.

Named the first ever national 
youth poet laureate in 2017, Gor-
man, who is also a member of St 
Brigid’s Catholic Church in Los 
Angeles, was the sixth poet to re-
cite for the nation at a presidential 
inauguration. She delivered a per-
formance that made us believe in 
the beauty of our future, precisely 
because of the poem’s own beauty. 
Her work speaks of God — even 
shines a light on God — simply be-
cause it is beautiful.

Robert Frost was the first poet to 
read at a presidential inauguration. 
He had written Dedication for John 
F. Kennedy but couldn’t read in the 
sunlight’s glare so he pulled another 

from his memory: “Something we 
were withholding made us weak/ 
Until we found out that it was our-
selves.”

President Clinton brought the 
inaugural poem back in 1993 with 
Maya Angelou’s On the Pulse of 
the Morning. (Several of our edi-
tors were on the national mall that 
day.) “A Rock, A River, A Tree,” it 
started, a reminder of our common 
ancestry. It asked all to sit down 
at the foot of our origins and birth 
again the dream that will reveal our 
true face.

In 1997, Miller Williams intoned 
for Bill Clinton: “We have memo-
rised America... But where are we 
going to be, and why, and who? 
The disenfranchised dead want to 
know.” Come 2009, Elizabeth Al-
exander stood before Barack Oba-
ma and asked, “What if the mighti-
est word is love?” The inaugural 
poet in 2013 was Richard Blanco, 

whose family had fled Cuba for 
Madrid when he was seven months 
old and eventually ended up in Mi-
ami. He recited, We head home, 
where under a single sky we “hope 
— a new constellation/ waiting for 
us to map it, waiting for us to name 
it — together.”

It will not do to tell me in a 
speech that “we’ve gone through 
hard times.” To declaim, “We’ve 
suffered and we’ve prevailed, still.” 
No, I need poetry. I need some-
one like the latest inaugural poet 
to make that chamber of darkness 
echo. To remind us that we are not 
“striving to form a union that is per-
fect” but “striving to forge a union 
with purpose.”

Now listen…. Did I hear that cor-
rectly? “Somehow we’ve weath-
ered and witnessed/ a nation that 
isn’t broken/ but simply unfin-
ished.”

Are you sure, Amanda, that we 

are not broken? I feel — we feel 
— so broken! But then, she may be 
right. We are always unfinished be-
cause that is what it is to be human 
— to live between what is and what 
is to come, offered here in the shape 
of a rhyme.

Ms Gorman brought her hand to 
her chest, promising “and yet the 
dawn is ours.” Does that also mean 
the dawn comes and breaks in our 
chests? — and here I am, believ-
ing her. I cannot help but believe; 
through this beauty, the Lord helps 
my unbelief.

We will not be turned around
or interrupted by intimidation

because we know                                      
our inaction and inertia
will be the inheritance                                  
of the next generation

Our blunders become their burdens
But one thing is certain:

If we merge mercy with might,
and might with right,

then love becomes our legacy
and change our                                        

children’s birth right
The poet recites. The poet rhymes. 

The poet swirls her wrist against the 
“turn around,” rolls one hand over 
the other like a cycle of inheritance 
and blunder, lifts a single finger to 
denote the one thing that is certain. 
In a single in-and-out of the breath, 
Amanda Gorman gives us the abil-
ity to weave love into eternity, the 
past we leave behind and the future 
we offer.

Beauty is not merely a bonus 
feature of creation or life or God. 
Beauty reveals something of what 
creation and life and God funda-

mentally are. We are part of a mys-
tery, the Holy Mystery of Love that 
Leo O’Donovan, SJ also petitioned 
in his inaugural invocation. We be-
lieve in something we cannot at the 
moment see or touch or logic our 
way through. We just know it to be 
true, and we know it to be good, be-
cause first it is beautiful.

“Only that which has form can 
snatch one up into a state of rap-
ture,” wrote the theologian Hans 
Urs von Balthasar. “Only through 
form can the lightning-bolt of eter-
nal beauty flash. Without form, 
in any event, a person will not be 
captivated and transported. To be 
transported, moreover, belongs to 
the very origin of Christianity. The 
Apostles were transported by what 
they saw, heard, and touched.”

Amanda Gorman transported 
me. I believed in the light and the 
goodness and the vision of holiness 
Ms Gorman laid out because she 
offered it to me as music and im-
age and breath. I would not believe 
in what is good and true if it were 
shouting at me, deadpan, no colour 
or image in its offering.

If this is the sort of thing that 
beauty does, maybe having a poet 
at a political event shouldn’t be 
such a rarity. We could all, every 
day and definitely at the hours of 
our renewal, invite God to help us 
believe in goodness and truth by 
opening the moment up to poetry. 
— By Erika Rasmussen, America                       
(https://www.americamagazine.org/)

The above article was originally 
published on January 22, 2021.

American poet Amanda Gorman reads a poem during the inauguration of Joe 
Biden as the 46th president of the United States at the Capitol in Washington 
Jan 20, 2021. She is a parishioner at St Brigid Catholic Church in Los 
Angeles. (CNS photo/Patrick Semansky, pool via Reuters)

When day comes we ask ourselves,
where can we find light                                          

in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry,

a sea we must wade.
We’ve braved the belly of the beast,

We've learned that quiet isn’t always peace,
and the norms and notions of 

what just is isn’t always justice.
And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it.

Somehow we do it.
Somehow we’ve weathered and witnessed

a nation that isn’t broken,
but simply unfinished.

We the successors of a country and a time
where a skinny Black girl

descended from slaves and 
raised by a single mother

can dream of becoming president
only to find herself reciting for one.

And yes we are far from polished.
Far from pristine.

But that doesn’t mean we are
striving to form a union that is perfect.

We are striving to forge 
a union with purpose,

to compose a country committed to all 
cultures, colors, characters 

and conditions of man.
And so we lift our gazes 

not to what stands between us,
but what stands before us.

We close the divide because we know, 

to put our future first,
we must first put our differences aside.

We lay down our arms
so we can reach out our arms

to one another.
We seek harm to none and harmony for all.

Let the globe, if nothing else, 
say this is true,

that even as we grieved, we grew,
that even as we hurt, we hoped,
that even as we tired, we tried,

that we’ll forever be tied together, 
victorious.

Not because we will 
never again know defeat,

but because we will 
never again sow division.

Scripture tells us to envision
that everyone shall sit under 
their own vine and fig tree

and no one shall make them afraid.
If we’re to live up to our own time,
then victory won’t lie in the blade.
But in all the bridges we’ve made,

that is the promise to glade,
the hill we climb.
If only we dare.

It’s because being American 
is more than a pride we inherit,

it’s the past we step into
and how we repair it.

We’ve seen a force 
that would shatter our nation

rather than share it.
Would destroy our country if it meant 

delaying democracy.
And this effort very nearly succeeded.

But while democracy 
can be periodically delayed,

it can never be permanently defeated.
In this truth,

in this faith we trust.
For while we have our eyes on the future,

history has its eyes on us.
This is the era of just redemption

we feared at its inception.
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs

of such a terrifying hour
but within it we found the power

to author a new chapter.
To offer hope and laughter to ourselves.

So while once we asked,
how could we possibly prevail over 

catastrophe?
Now we assert,

How could catastrophe 
possibly prevail over us?

We will not march back to what was,
but move to what shall be.

A country that is bruised but whole,
benevolent but bold,

fierce and free.
We will not be turned around

or interrupted by intimidation,
because we know our inaction and 

inertia will be the inheritance 

of the next generation.
Our blunders become their burdens.

But one thing is certain,
If we merge mercy with might,

and might with right,
then love becomes our legacy,

and change our children’s birthright.

So let us leave behind a country
better than the one we were left with.

Every breath from 
my bronze-pounded chest,

we will raise this wounded world 
into a wondrous one.
We will rise from the 

gold-limbed hills of the west.
We will rise from the windswept northeast,

where our forefathers 
first realized revolution.

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities 
of the midwestern states.

We will rise from the sunbaked south.
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover.

And every known nook of our nation and
every corner called our country,

our people diverse and 
beautiful will emerge,
battered and beautiful.

When day comes we step out of the shade,
aflame and unafraid,

the new dawn blooms as we free it.
For there is always light,

if only we're brave enough to see it.
If only we're brave enough to be it.

The Hill We Climb
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In 1935, the Vatican published On 
the Better Care and Promotion of 
Catechetical Education, a document 

that asks every country to acknowledge 
the importance of the Church’s teaching 
ministry and to honour those who serve 
the Christian community as catechists.   

The Malaysian Catechetical Commis-
sion began producing materials to help 
parishes celebrate the event at the local 
level. 

In the beginning, Catechetical Sunday 
was celebrated on the Third Sunday in 
September. Upon further reflection, it 

was decided to celebrate Catechetical 
Sunday in January, in line with the begin-
ning of the Malaysian school year.

Those whom the community has desig-
nated to serve as catechists will be called 
forth to be commissioned for their min-
istry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonder-
ful opportunity to reflect on the role that 
each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, 
in handing on the faith and being a wit-
ness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday 
is an opportunity for all to rededicate 
themselves to this mission as a commu-
nity of faith.

Ways to help catechists maintain their enthusiasm

The word might be 
more familiar than you 
think. Many Catholics 
have used the word “cat-
echism” for years, and 
they know it has some-
thing to do with the com-
pendium of the Church’s 
teachings. The root word, 
“catechesis,” is from a 
Greek word meaning “to 
echo, or resound.” Cat-
echesis is the act of resounding or bringing the 
Church’s teachings to the world. A catechist is 
one who teaches in the name of the Church.

Catechesis is a distinct and special minis-
try in the Church. As the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church makes clear, “Cateche-
sis is intimately bound up with the whole 
of the Church’s life . . . her inner growth 
and correspondence with God’s plan de-
pend essentially on catechesis” (no. 7). 
This ministry of teaching in the name of 
the Church has a profound dignity, which 
is why catechists are formally commis-
sioned by the Church. It is only fitting that 
we set aside a day to highlight this minis-
try and invite the entire Church commu-
nity to think about our responsibility to 
share our faith with others.

Parents are truly the primary catechists of 
their children. They prepare the soil and 
plant the first seeds of faith. On Catecheti-
cal Sunday, we not only highlight the work 
of catechists in parishes and schools, but 
we also commend parents and guardians 
and encourage them to take seriously their 
role of making their Catholic households a 
place where faith is passed on to the next 
generation. This is why the rite of blessing 
of catechists used on Catechetical Sunday 
includes an optional blessing of parents 
and guardians.

What does the Word  “Catechetical” mean? Why do we have a special day set aside to commission catechists? How are parents, the primary 
catechists of their children, 
recognised on Catechetical Sunday?

Loving God, Creator of all things,
you call us to be in relationship                 

with you and others.
Thank you for calling me                                       

to be a catechist,
for the opportunity                                         
to share with others

what you have given to me.
May all those with whom                                    
I share the gift of faith

discover how you are present                                    
in all things.

May they come to know you,                                
the one true God,
and Jesus Christ,                                     

whom you have sent.
May the grace of the Holy Spirit                   

guide my heart and lips,
so that I may remain constant                          

in loving and praising you.
May I be a witness to the Gospel                      

and a minister of your truth.
May all my words and actions                     

reflect your love.
Amen.

Prayer for 
Catechists

As a catechist, you are responding to a 
call to share the gift of faith with oth-

ers, even as you deepen your own faith. 
This call may have reached you through 
your pastor, the director of your parish’s re-
ligious education program, or through your 
role as a Catholic school teacher. But know 
that this calling ultimately comes from God 
whose Holy Spirit inspires and guides you.

Take a few moments to pray in thanksgiv-
ing and ask for the grace to serve in your 
vocation as a catechist with a special three-
minute retreat for catechists.

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/3-
minute-retreat-for-catechists/

Focus on solutions, not just 
problems

One temptation for people working in 
helping professions and ministries is to 
gripe about problems. While it may feel 
good at the moment to vent feelings, in 
the long run it only serves to deflate peo-
ple’s spirits and add stress. Provide time 
for catechists to share stories of their 
successes. Likewise, by inviting them to 
contribute to problem solving, you can 
channel their energy in a positive man-
ner.

Give them autonomy
People can experience good stress, 

such as embarking on a grand adventure, 
as well as bad stress, such as being stuck 
in traffic. Having choices in situations 
has been proven to help people deal 
with stress in positive ways. Allow your 
catechists as much autonomy as possible 
in carrying out the goals of the program.

Help them “involve their 
whole selves”

Being involved in faith formation is not 
just a “head trip.” As Jesus advised, we 
need to use our whole hearts and minds 
and souls. Pay attention to the many oth-
er parts of catechists’ lives that might be 
weighing on them as they come to teach. 
A brief moment of shared prayer before 
beginning a session allows catechists 
to give voice to their special intentions 
and can help your catechists feel wholly 
present.

Know and use the catechist’s 
preferred style of affirmation

Some people like public recognition; 
others like a quiet pat on the back. Some 
enjoy a handwritten note while others 
would be touched by a different token 
of appreciation. Whatever the form may 
be, affirmation is key to maintaining en-
thusiasm.

Here are some ways to help catechists cope with stresses that are a part of their ministry.

Listen to what your catechists 
say

Everyone longs to be heard. Coordinating a 
complex programme can put limits on how 
much time you can devote to hearing every-
one’s comments. On the other hand, cutting 
people short can lead to their feeling unim-
portant. Letting catechists know that they are 
seen, heard and appreciated can raise their 
level of enthusiasm.

Listen to what they don’t say
You do not need to become a mind 

reader. On the other hand, you do need to 
watch for and pick up on nonverbal cues that 
catechists may be giving you about their en-
thusiasm or lack thereof. If they seem in a ter-
rible rush, help them slow down. If they seem 
withdrawn, gently invite them to actively 
participate again. If they seem uncharacter-
istically sullen, acknowledge the changed be-
haviour and ask, “Is something wrong? You 
don’t seem like yourself today. Anything I 
can do to help?”

Provide support in ways that 
don’t add stress

Endless meetings and constant supervision 
are counterproductive. Make sure that your 
presence is communicated as supportive to 
catechists so that you do not burden them 
with added anxiety.

Encourage catechists to establish 
realistic goals

Sometimes catechists lose enthusiasm for 

their ministry because they establish unreal-
istic goals. Help catechists identify several 
challenging yet attainable goals and then 
provide feedback and support to help them 
achieve and possibly surpass these goals.

Catch them doing something 
right

Such vague expressions as “Great job!” or 
“That’s fine!” are not nearly as effective as 
the mention of a specific action or behaviour 
that you have observed in a catechist and 
wish to commend. Express your observation 
in person or in a note but be sure to be spe-
cific and unwaveringly positive.

Build parish-wide knowledge and 
support for their work

The faith formation of our children is no one 
person’s job. Everyone in the faith commu-
nity has a part to play, even if it’s simply to 
support the efforts with prayer. You can cul-
tivate both awareness of and support for the 
catechists in your parish by informing parish-
ioners of the work that catechists do and by 
inviting them to show support through their 
prayers and tangible forms of affirmation.

These are just a few ideas on how you can 
support your catechists and help to maintain 
their enthusiasm. By supporting and affirm-
ing your catechists, you will not only help 
them excel in their ministry but will also 
increase the likelihood that they will return 
next year!

Source: https://www.loyolapress.com/
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Dear children,

In our Bible lesson today, Jesus 
showed people His amazing con-
trol of everything around Him. It 
was the Sabbath and Jesus went 
to the synagogue and began to 
teach. 
There was a man there who 

was possessed by an evil spirit. 
When Jesus went near him, the 
man cried out, "What do you want 

with us, Jesus? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are; 
you are the holy one of God."
"Be quiet!" Jesus said. Then He 

spoke to the evil spirit, "Come 
out!" Do you know what happened? 
The evil spirit did exactly what 

Jesus commanded. It came out of 
the man.
The Bible tells us that the peo-

ple were amazed. They looked at 
one another and asked, "What's 

going on here? Even evil spirits 
obey his orders." 
There was power in the words 

that Jesus spoke that day. On 
that day, Jesus came in and took 
control of the life of that man. 
His life would never be the same!
Jesus wants to be in control of 

your life, too. He wants to be 
in control of the plans you make, 
the words you say, the things you 
do and the places you go. Why? 

Is He a control freak? 
No! He wants to be in control 

because He wants what is best 
for you. 
The Bible tells us that God has 

a plan for us. It is a good plan 
that will give us hope and a bright 
future, but we will never see that 
plan work unless we allow Jesus to 
be in control.

Aunty Eliz

Who’s In Control?
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
“What is this? A new teaching – and with authority! He even 
gives orders to evil spirits and and they obey him.” Mark 1:27
Based on Mark 1:21-28

Let's 
Colour 

What did the unclean spirit 
in the man do when Jesus 

commanded?

Colour in only the spaces 
that have crosses to find 

out what it did.

Add ears 
and a 
mouth to 
these faces.
We need to 
listen with 
our ears 
and then 
speak with 
our mouths 
about God 
and His 
love.

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is 
this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to 
impure spirits and they obey him" (Mark 1:27) 

REGION
SHRIEK
QUIET

AUTHORITY
SPREAD

SYNAGOGUE
HOLY
OBEY
JESUS

SHOOK
GALILEE

EVIL
PEOPLE

DESTROY
ORDERS
TEACH
NEWS

AMAZED
SABBATH

SPIRIT 

Jesus Drives 
Out an 
Impure 
Spirit
(Mark 1:21-28)
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KUALA LUMPUR: The 
overnight rains on New 
Year’s Eve caused mas-

sive floods in various states across 
Peninsular Malaysia. Thankful-
ly, hope is on the way. The 2020 
Christmas Cantata entitled The 
First Christmas, a Psalm 33 pro-
duction streamed virtually for the 
first time because of the pandemic, 
raised funds for the flood victims 
in several areas across Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

“Sing to Him a new song; play skilfully 
and shout for joy” (Psalm 33:3). The canta-
ta, which ran for approximately 45 minutes, 
successfully raised more than RM3,000 
with the support of family and friends, pa-
rishioners and fellow Malaysians. It was 
broadcasted across various online plat-
forms; Psalm 33, ArchKL and Malacca 
Johore Diocese YouTube channels where 
everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the 
festive cheer while tuning in from the com-
fort of their own homes. 

The much needed funds were channeled 
to the Flood Relief Fund of the Archdiocese 
of KL, and were then donated to B40 fami-
lies in Mentakab and Orang Asli families in 
the inland villages of Pahang. Thankfully, 
two lorries filled with groceries reached 
Kuala Rompin on the evening before MCO 
2.0. The Orang Asli Youths have been 

working relentlessly to deliver 525 packs 
of groceries worth RM120 each and 593 
bags of rice to the residents of Kg Jong, Kg 
Sawak, Pekan, Chini, Kg Gong, Sega and 
Bukit Gong. 

Compounded with COVID-19, the flood 
has been a challenge to these vulnerable 
families, particularly those with children 
and old folks. From Kuantan, there are 
another 1,000 grocery packs are being de-
livered to refugees and migrant workers in 
Kemaman, surrounding areas in Kuantan, 
Muadzam Shah, Pekan, Gambang and Kg 
Sungai Soi. Access to some places are un-
fortunately, cut off due to the continuous 
rain, but efforts are constantly being taken 

to reach these communities.
As we sang of the angels’ announcement, 

this virtual cantata was a reminder that God 
wants people like you and me to announce 
the birth of Jesus to the “shepherds” of our 
day. He lives in the hearts of man. Let’s 
continue to sing the angels’ songs to the 
world in our daily lives. After all, Christ-
mas is not as much opening our presents as 
about opening our hearts. 

The Psalm 33 team would like to thank all 
donors for your contributions towards this 
cause. Your prayers and support mean the 
world as the band continues to bring peo-
ple closer to God through their music and 
talents.

To contribute to the flood relief initia-
tives, kindly donate your love offering to 
the Archdiocesan Flood Relief fund as per 
the account details below.

Bank Name: Alliance Bank Malaysia 
Berhad
Account No : 14082 0011 091047
A/C Name: Titular Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of Kuala Lumpur
Email: coba@archkl.org (Please email a 
receipt and include the recipient reference 
if an official receipt is required) 

— Cassandra Wenceslas

The affected victims received their provisions.

Psalm 33 performed a Christmas Cantata virtually.

Continued Hope for
Flood Victims
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KUALA LUMPUR: MOVE Youth 
recently organised a webinar Devotee 
or Disciple? via zoom on Jan 22. The 
webinar’s main speaker was Fr Chris-
topher Soosaipillai, the parish priest of 
the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Setapak. Fr 
Chris shared on what 
it is to be a devotee 
and a disciple. He 
continues to say that 
a devotee is one who 
hears the Word of God 
and goes away and 
does nothing 
about it while a 
disciple is one 
who hears the 
Word of God 
and applies it 
as in his or her 
life.

 In Matthew 9:9, Jesus calls Matthew, 
a tax collector to follow Him. Imme-
diately Matthew got up and followed 
Jesus. Do you think Matthew was a 
devotee or a disciple? Fr Chris went on 
to share a passage in Mark 3:1 - 6 where 
the Pharisees questioned Jesus about 
healing a man with a paralysed hand on 
a Sabbath. Jesus then heals the man and 
immediately the Pharisees left the syna-
gogue. Do you think the Pharisees were 
devotees or disciples?

The session ended with Fr Chris say-
ing that in the book of James it says 
‘Faith without action is dead’. Fr Chris 
says that all of us are called to be disci-
ples of Christ, though it may not be easy, 
but only God makes all things possible. 
It was indeed a spirit-filled session.— 
By Sabrina Smith

KUCHING: The Kuching Young Christian 
Students (KYCS) held their first-ever vir-
tual Christmas concert on Dec 26, 2020. The 
show premiered at 8.30pm on YouTube and 
Facebook and went for just over an hour. The 
theme of the concert was HOPE, supported by 
a carefully selected Bible verse from Jeremiah 
29:11 : “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future”. 

The concert aimed to spread the joy of 
Christmas to all Christian families who were 
unable to celebrate Christmas normally 
through Masses, gatherings, and house-to-
house carolling due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic outbreak. The restriction left many con-
fined to their homes in the hopes of flattening 
the curve and minimising the spread of the 
virus. With that objective in mind, the com-
mittee decided to centre their concert on the 
theme of HOPE, a deliberate choice to convey 
to all Christians that Christmas can still be cel-
ebrated globally with other Christians while 
maintaining physical distance, via the innova-
tions of technology. 

The theme was also a call to keep hope alive 
in the hearts of all Christians and remind them 
that no external obstacle can dampen the unity 
of God’s people or stop them celebrating the 
birth of His Son. The Bible verse that comes 
with the theme was also fitting with the times, 
as it reminded all Christians of God’s hope-
ful promise, that He plans to bless us with a 
bright future and deliver us from the pain and 
anguish of the present even when things seem 
hopeless. The concert committee aimed to 
create a virtual concert as a channel to convey 
God’s hope to His people in these trying times 
and, most importantly, to allow all to reflect on 
the true meaning of Christmas in the presence 
of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

The main committee of this event consisted 
of a variety of KYCS alumni of different age 
groups, ranging from 18 to 28 years old, with 
a total  of 12 members. The main coordinator 
was Chelsea Rose, assisted by her vice coordi-
nator, Cherie Nicole. Both are alumni of SMK 

St Teresa. All the committee members have 
been active in KYCS carolling throughout 
their secondary school days. 

The concert itself consisted 
of messages from Archbishop 
Simon Poh (pic) and Chelsea 
Rose, several interview video 
compilations focusing on 
Christmas, some per-
formance videos, a 
scripture reading 
following the style 
of KYCS carol-
ling, and a video 
compilation of 
some of the alumni 
singing Joy to the 
World to end the concert on a high note.

The concert was hosted by two vibrantly 
gifted MCs, Joshua Wong and Serene Kho, 
who have both joined the carolling team in 
the previous years. It’s inspiring to see KYCS 
alumni still generously sharing their time and 
giftedness for God and His people. 

The concert also aimed to raise funds for the 
Sarawak Cheshire Home in Kuching. Every 
year, the KYCS carollers would sing carols at 
the home and connect with the residents. The 
carollers hold the people very dearly in their 

hearts and hope to bless them through this 
concert as they have impacted the carollers 
greatly through the years with their warmth, 
hospitality and friendship. Based on trans-
fer receipts shared with the organisers, the 
amount raised for the Cheshire Home as of 10 
January stands at RM1,070. The organising 
team would like to generously thank all who 

donated. You are all in our prayers. 
This event took approximately three 

months of meticulous planning and com-
mitment and the efforts came through in 
the final workings of the video. Many 
thanks to all organisers and sharers 
who made this a beautiful project, 

a fitting birthday gift to Jesus and a 
Christmas gift to all. 

Above all, our highest praise and gratitude 
goes to God who has blessed all who took part 
in the organisation, planning and implemen-
tation of this concert by sharing their skills, 
talents, and time. Most importantly, thanks to 
God for sending His Son to dwell among us. 

Truly, this has been a concert not just with 
music and lyrics, with smiles and sparks, but, 
more so, one that is full of heart and soul. 
Kudos KAYC! May we keep bringing God’s 
gift of hope. — By Cherie Nicole, Today’s                 
Catholic

JOHOR: The Malacca Johore Di-
ocese Young People’s Network 
(MJDYPN), the official diocesan 
ministry for young people in the 
Malacca Johore Diocese, is in-
viting young people to its lives-
treamed Mass on February 22, 
2021 at 8.00pm, celebrated by the 
Bishop of the Malacca Johore Dio-
cese, Bishop Bernard Paul. This is 
a Mass on the Feast of the Chair of 
St. Peter for all the young people of 
the Malacca Johore Diocese! 

The Mass will be streamed live 
on the MJDYPN Facebook Page 
and also via ZOOM. You are en-
couraged to join by registering 
with the link [https://forms.gle/
sYwDGREdCpxns84u6], which can 

also be found on the MJDYPN so-
cial media platforms (profile names 
mentioned below). The Meeting 
ID will be given after a successful 
registration has taken place. If you 
have any prayer intention, please 
inform us in the registration form 
or message us directly through our 
social media platforms.

For further updates on past pro-
grams or upcoming programmes of 
MJDYPN, do follow our official 
Facebook page @ Malacca Johore 
Diocese Young People Network 
or our official Instagram profile @ 
MJDYPN.

Thank you very much for your 
kind attention and we hope to see 
you there! — MJDYPN Team

A video compilation of KCYS alumni singing Joy to the World.

MASS FOR THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
ORGANISED BY  
 MJDYPN 

A Ray of Hope in a Hopeless Time Devotee or 
Disciple?

Which one am I?

All of us are called to be disciples of Christ, though it may not be easy, but only God makes all things possible

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXesSAB4FcSk7ekNn0nRusnds4E7nQtmxPaihB3xBzDy6PdQ/viewform
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“I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you 
on the palms of my hands” - Isaiah 49:15-16

9th Anniversary
In Ever Loving Memory of                                  
Weeratunga Paul Perera

Returned to the Lord on 1st Feb 2012
Dearly missed by

Daughters: Pamela & Pauline
Sons-in-law: Christopher & Jerome

Grandchildren: Glenn, Ashley, Sara Jane, 
Sherrellyn and loved ones.

          

The Day God Took You Home
A million times, I’ve needed you

A million times I’ve cried, If love alone
Could have saved you, you never would have died.
In life I loved you dearly, In death I love you still.

In my heart you hold a place,
No one else can ever fill.

It broke my heart to lose you, But you didn’t go alone
Part of me went with you, The day God took you home.

In your love:
Wife: Stephanie Angelina

Masses for his repose soul of Christie Aloysius in private solemnization by              
Rev Fr George Packiasamy (St Joseph) & Rev Fr James Gabriel (St Anthony).

Mass offering at the Minor Basilica of St Anne on 12th February 2021 at 7.00 am, 
solemnized by Rev Fr Louis Loi/Rev Fr Nelson Joseph.

Love offering will be channeled to the Little Sister’s of the Poor, Cheras.

In Loving Memory of Christie Aloysius 

From the Lord: 25-11-1984                              
To the Lord: 12-02-2016

         

Always beloved and dearly missed by                                                                                                   
family and friends.

51st Anniversary
Lily Agnes Loone

Born: 25-10-1903            
Departed: 29-01-1970

30th Anniversary
Helena Claire Loone

Born: 15-02-1928            
Departed: 20-01-1991

46th Anniversary
Mark Loone

Born: 25-03-1903          
Departed: 29-01-1975

In cherished memory of

MALAYBALAY, Phil-
ippines: A Filipino Cath-
olic priest, Fr Rene Bay-
ang Regalado (pic), was 
killed on Sunday January 
24 by a group of gunmen 
in the town of Malayba-
lay, in the southern archi-
pelago island of Mindanao.

Fr Regalado, 42, was found dead at 
around 8.00pm along a road near the Ma-
laybalay Carmel Monastery in Patpat vil-
lage. His body had a bruise near his left eye 
and a white shoelace was tied on his left 
hand.

Many believe that Fr Regalado was re-
turning to the St John XXIII College Semi-
nary where he was staying.

A statement issued on Monday, Jan 25 

by the diocese of Malaybalay indicates, ac-
cording to the initial information gathered, 
that gunshots were heard on the road near 
the Malaybalay Carmel Monastery, Patpat, 
around 7.30pm on Jan 24, prompting the 
monastery to call the police for assistance.

Soon after, first responders from the lo-
cal police arrived at the scene of the crime 
and conducted an initial investigation. Fr 
Regalado’s body was then taken to a fu-
neral home in preparation for an autopsy. 
His car was also taken to the Philippine 
National Police Headquarters as part of an 
ongoing official investigation.

Fr Rene Regalado was ordained to the 
priesthood on Oct 18, 2007. Fr Regalado 
finished his baccalaureate degree in The-
ology at San Isidro College. — Vatican 
News

Catholic priest murdered 
in the Philippines
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Presentation of  the Lord
At the end of the fourth century, a wom-

an named Etheria made a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. Her journal, discovered 

in 1887, gives an unprecedented glimpse of 
liturgical life there. Among the celebrations 
she describes is the Epiphany, the observance 
of Christ’s birth, and the gala procession in 
honour of his Presentation in the Temple 40 
days later. Under the Mosaic Law, a woman 
was ritually “unclean” for 40 days after child-
birth, when she was to present herself to the 
priests and offer sacrifice — her “purifica-
tion.” Contact with anyone who had brushed 
against mystery — birth or death —excluded 
a person from Jewish worship. This feast em-
phasises Jesus’ first appearance in the Temple 
more than Mary’s purification.

The observance spread throughout the West-
ern Church in the fifth and sixth centuries. Be-

cause the Church in the West celebrated Jesus’ 
birth on December 25, the Presentation was 
moved to February 2, 40 days after Christmas.

At the beginning of the eighth century, Pope 
Sergius inaugurated a candlelight procession; 

at the end of the same century, the blessing 
and distribution of candles, which continues 
to this day, became part of the celebration, 
giving the feast its popular name: Candlemas.                   
—  Franciscan Media

Although we have evidence that Agatha was 
venerated at least as far back as the sixth 

century, the only facts we have about her are that 
she was born in Sicily and died there a martyr.

In the legend of her life, we are told that she 
belonged to a rich, important family. When she 
was young, she dedicated her life to God and 
resisted any men who wanted to marry her. One 
of these men, Quintian, was of a high enough 
rank that he felt he could force her to acquiesce. 
Knowing she was a Christian in a time of perse-
cution, he had  her arrested and brought before 
the judge – himself. He expected her to give in 
when faced with torture and possible death, but 
she simply affirmed her belief in God by pray-
ing: “Jesus Christ, Lord of all, you see  my heart, 
you know my desires. Possess all that I am. I 
am your sheep: make me worthy to overcome 
the devil.”

When she continued to profess her faith in 
Jesus, Quintian had her tortured. He refused 
her any medical care but God gave her all the 
care she needed in the form of a vision of St 
Peter. When she was tortured again, she died 
after saying a final prayer: “Lord, my Creator, 
you have always protected me from the cradle; 
you have taken me from the love of the world 
and given me patience to suffer. Receive my 
soul.”

Because she was asked for help during the 
eruption of Mount Etna, she is considered a 
protector against the outbreak of fire. She is 
also considered the patroness of bellmakers for 
an unknown reason – though some speculate 
it may have something to do with the fact that 
bells were used as fire alarms. — CNA

St Agatha

Blaise was a hard-working bishop dedi-
cated to encouraging the spiritual and 

physical health of his people in Sebastea, Ar-
menia.

Although the Edict of Toleration which 
granted freedom of worship in the Roman 
empire had been signed five years prior, re-
ligious persecution still raged in the country.

According to a legend, a mother came to 
him with her young son who had a fish bone 
lodged in his throat. At Bishop Blaise's com-
mand, the child coughed up the bone.

In another tale, Blaise was being led to 
the prison in Sebastea, and on the way came 

across a poor old woman whose pig had been 
stolen by a wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf 
to return the pig, which it did – alive and un-
injured – to the amazement of all.

In 316 he was beheaded for not sacrificing 
to the pagan gods. The account of his life was 
written nearly 400 years later.

The Germans and Slavs hold him in special 
honour, and for decades many United States 
Catholics have sought the annual St Blaise 
blessing for their throats. — CNA

St Blaise Patron Saint of:
 Throat Ailments    
 English Wool Combers

Feastday: February 3

Patron Saint of: 
 Diseases of the Breast   Nurses

Feastday: February 5

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, January 31
(2 Timothy 2:8,11-13)
Remember the Good News that I 
carry, ‘Jesus Christ risen from the 
dead, sprung from the race of Da-
vid’. Here is a saying that you can 
rely on: ‘If we have died with him, 
then we shall live with him. If we 
hold firm, then we shall reign with 
him. If we disown him, then he will 
disown us. We may be unfaithful, 
but he is always faithful, for he 
cannot disown his own self.’

Monday, February 1
(Judith 8:25-26,27)
Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God who, as he tested our ances-
tors, is now testing us. Remem-
ber how he treated Abraham, all 
the ordeals of Isaac and all that 
happened to Jacob. For as these 
ordeals were intended by him to 
search their hearts, so now this is 
not vengeance that God exacts 
against us, but a warning inflict-
ed by the Lord on those who are 
near his heart.

Tuesday, February 2
(Malachi 3:1)
Look, I am going to send my mes-
senger to prepare a way before 
me. And the Lord you are seeking 
will suddenly enter his Temple; 
and the angel of the covenant 
whom you are longing for, yes, he 
is coming, says the Lord of Hosts.

Wednesday, February 3
(Deuteronomy 4:39-40)
Understand this today, therefore, 
and take it to heart: the Lord is 
God indeed, in heaven above as 
on earth beneath, he and no oth-
er. Keep his laws and command-
ments as I give them to you today.                                                                 

Thursday, February 4
(Romans 8:18-21)
What we suffer in this life can 
never be compared to the glory, 
as yet unrevealed, which is wait-
ing for us. The whole creation is 
eagerly waiting for God to reveal 
his sons. It was not for any fault 
on the part of creation that it was 
made unable to attain its purpose, 
it was made so by God; but crea-
tion still retains the hope of being 
freed, like us, from its slavery to 
decadence, to enjoy the same 
freedom and glory as the children 
of God.

Friday, February 5
(Galatians 2:19b-20)
With Christ I hang upon the cross, 
and yet I am alive; or rather, not I; 
it is Christ that lives in me. True, 
I am living, here and  now, this 
mortal life; but my real life is the 
faith I have in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.. 

Saturday, February 6
(2 Peter 3:13-14)
What are we waiting for is what 
he promised; the new heavens 
and new earth, the place where 
righteousness will be at home. So 
then, my friends, while you are 
waiting, do your best to live lives 
without spot or stain so that he 
will find you at peace. Think of our 
Lord’s patience as your opportu-
nity to be saved.

Nagasaki, Japan, is familiar to Americans 
as the city on which the second atomic 

bomb was dropped, immediately killing over 
37,000 people. Three and a half centuries be-
fore, 26 martyrs of Japan were crucified on a 
hill, now known as the Holy Mountain, over-
looking Nagasaki. Among them were priests, 
brothers, and laymen, Franciscans, Jesuits, 
and members of the Secular Franciscan Order; 
there were catechists, doctors, simple artisans, 
and servants, old men and innocent children — 
all united in a common faith and love for Jesus 
and his Church.

Brother Paul Miki, a Jesuit and a native of 
Japan, has become the best known among the 
martyrs of Japan. While hanging upon a cross, 
Paul Miki preached to the people gathered for 
the execution: “The sentence of judgment says 
these men came to Japan from the Philippines, 
but I did not come from any other country. I 
am a true Japanese. The only reason for my 
being killed is that I have taught the doctrine 
of Christ. I certainly did teach the doctrine of 
Christ. I thank God it is for this reason I die. I 

believe that I am telling only the truth before I 
die. I know you believe me and I want to say 
to you all once again: Ask Christ to help you 
to become happy. I obey Christ. After Christ’s 
example I forgive my persecutors. I do not hate 
them. I ask God to have pity on all, and I hope 
my blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruit-
ful rain.”

When missionaries returned to Japan in the 
1860s, at first they found no trace of Christi-
anity. But after establishing themselves they 
found that thousands of Christians lived around 
Nagasaki and that they had secretly preserved 
the faith. Beatified in 1627, the martyrs of 
Japan were finally canonised in 1862.  —                                                                                  
Franciscan Media

St Paul Miki and Companions
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Evangelisation:  Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship 

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open to all.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

US Bishops criticise Biden on 
pro-abortion statement
UNITED STATES: The United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has flayed President Joe 
Biden’s statement backing legal 
abortion.

The conference’s pro-life chair-
man, Archbishop Joseph Nau-
mann of Kansas City, said that 
no US president should ever deny 
unborn children’s right to life.

“We strongly urge the president 
to reject abortion and promote 
life-affirming aid to women and 
communities in need,” Archbish-
op Naumann, who heads a com-
mittee on pro-life activities, said 
Jan 22.

The statement said it was  
“deeply disturbing and tragic that 
any president would praise and 
commit to codifying a Supreme 

Court ruling that denies unborn 
children their most basic human 
and civil right, the right to life un-
der the euphemistic disguise of a 
health service.”

On Jan 22, the anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme 
Court order which mandated per-
missive abortion laws nationwide, 
the president and vice president 
categorically stated their commit-
ment to legal abortion.

“The Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration is committed to codify-
ing Roe v. Wade and appointing 
judges that respect foundational 
precedents like Roe,” their state-
ment said.

It did not mention abortion by 
name, instead it used euphemisms 
like “reproductive health” and 

“healthcare.”
“In the past four years, repro-

ductive health, including the right 
to choose, has been under relent-
less and extreme attack,” their 
statement said.

“As the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration begins in this critical mo-
ment, now is the time to rededi-
cate ourselves to ensuring that 
all individuals have access to the 
health care they need.”

The Bishops’ Conference said 
that their statement wrongly gives 
the impression that the Roe v. 
Wade decision was “an advance-
ment of women’s rights and 
health.”

Archbishop Naumann stressed 
the Church’s teaching on abor-
tion.

“Since the first century, the 
Church has affirmed the moral 

evil of every procured abortion. 
This teaching has not changed 
and remains unchangeable’,” he 
said.

On the day of Biden’s inaugu-
ration, Archbishop Jose Gomez 
of Los Angeles, Bishops’ Confer-
ence president, said he was pray-
ing for Biden.

He listed the areas of agreement 
and disagreement between the 
bishops and Biden.

The US bishops will work with 
Biden to start “a dialogue to ad-
dress the complicated cultural and 
economic factors that are driving 
abortion and discouraging fami-
lies,” Archbishop Gomez said.

Pope Francis has often rejected 
abortion as part of a “throwaway 
culture.” — ucanews.com

Archbishop Joseph Naumann 

ROME: Pope Francis will meet 
with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani 
during his trip to Iraq, a cardinal 
said on Thursday, Jan 28.

Cardinal Louis Raphaël Sako, the 
patriarch of the Chaldean Catholic 
Church, told AFP on Jan 28 that 
the Pope will have a private meet-
ing with the top Shiite cleric in 
Iraq during the visit scheduled for 
March 5-8.

Ali al-Sistani is the Iranian-born 
leader of the Iraqi Shiite Muslim 
community. In 2014, he encour-
aged Iraqis to fight against the Is-
lamic State, a Sunni terrorist group. 

The Iraqi cardinal said he hoped 
that Pope Francis and the Shiite 
ayatollah would jointly sign the 
Document on Human Fraternity 
for World Peace and Living Togeth-
er that the Pope first signed in Abu 
Dhabi with Sunni leader Ahmed el-
Tayeb, Grand Imam of al-Azhar, in 
February 2019.

Pope Francis to meet top Shiite cleric on Iraq visit

VATICAN: Pope Francis at-
tended the Vatican funeral of 
his personal doctor, Fabrizio 
Soccorsi, who died earlier this 
month, Tuesday, Jan 26.

Soccorsi, 78, had been re-
ceiving treatment for cancer at 
Rome’s Gemelli Hospital. He 
died from complications related 
to the coronavirus Jan 9.

Pope Francis named Soccor-
si, an expert in hepatology, the 
digestive system, and immunol-
ogy, his personal physician in 
August 2015.

The funeral Mass for the 
doctor took place in the Mary 
Queen of the Family Chapel, 
located inside the Governorate 
building at the Vatican. The 
Mass was said by Cardinal Pi-
etro Parolin, Vatican secretary 
of State.

Soccorsi trained in medicine 
and surgery at Rome’s La Sapi-
enza University. In addition to 
being the papal doctor, he did 
consulting for the health and 
hygiene office of the Vatican 
City State and was part of the 

council of medical experts at 
the Congregation for the Caus-
es of the Saints.

As Francis’ personal physi-
cian, Soccorsi travelled with 
the Pope on his international 
trips. During the papal visit to 
Fatima, Portugal in May 2017, 
Pope Francis laid two bunch-
es of white roses before the 
statue of the Virgin Mary for 
Soccorsi’s daughter, who was 
critically ill, and died the fol-
lowing month. — By Hannah             
Brockhaus, CNA

Pope Francis attends Vatican funeral of his personal physician

Pope Francis attends the funeral of Dr Fabrizio Soccorsi in the Vatican’s Church 
of S. Maria Regina della Famiglia. (Vatican Media) 

Sako first expressed his desire 
to see the Pope sign a fraternity 
document like the one signed in 
Abu Dhabi with a Shiite Mus-
lim leader during a panel dis-
cussion on religious liberty in 
July 2019. The cardinal said 
then that he would like Pope 
Francis to visit Najaf, a city in 
central Iraq considered one of 
Shia Islam’s centres of spiritual 
and political power.

Ali al-Sistani played a role in 
the establishment of Iraq’s dem-
ocratic government in 2004. 
More recently, he called for the 
resignation of then Prime Min-
ister Adel Abdul Mahdi after 
the government used violence 
against protesters in November 
2019.

Speaking at an online meeting 
organised by the French Bish-
ops’ Conference, Sako report-
edly said: “The document on 

human brotherhood for world 
peace and common coexistence 
is a universal text and it will not 
be necessary to change it.”

“It is worth remembering 
that the third encyclical of 
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 
published last Oct 4, draws its 
inspiration precisely from this 
common declaration. This is 
also the reason that in the logo 
of the apostolic visit we have 
put, in Chaldean, Arabic, Eng-
lish, and Kurdish, the verse 
of Matthew 23:8, ‘You are all 
brothers.’”

Sako’s comments were re-
ported by the Italian news agen-
cy Askanews.

During his visit to Iraq, the 
pope is expected to travel to 
Baghdad, Ur, and the Christian 
communities in the Nineveh 
Plains in northern Iraq. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

Pope Francis will have a private meeting with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in 
Iraq during the visit scheduled for March 5-8, 2021.


